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DEAN BARBARA 
BILLINGSLEY 


initiatives. And, as | hope you will 
see clearly from the stories in this 
magazine, through it all we have done 
more than survive — we have thrived! 
Our faculty members, students, staff 
and alumni have continued to do great 
things, both in and out of the virtual 
classroom, and we have come through 
the year with many successes and 
achievements. 
Looking ahead, September 2021 
will mark 100 years since the 
Faculty of Law started delivering 
legal education as a three-year full- 
time program on the University of 
Alberta campus. There could not be 
a more fitting time to be welcoming 
our students back to campus for 
in-person classes! 
As | write this message, we are 
planning and very much looking 
forward to having faculty, students, 
instructors and staff physically back 
in the Law Centre for the 2021-2022 


academic year. While it is comforting 
o know that we can deliver our 
Hello Fellow Alumni program virtually if needed, there is 
no substitute for having the members 
Welcome to the 2021 edition of “Without Prejudice,” our University of our academic community working, 
of Alberta Faculty of Law alumni magazine. earning and socializing together in a 
About a year ago, | penned my first “dean’s message’ for this common space. 
magazine. It has been quite a year since then! As alumni, you are valued members 
Like the rest of the world, over the past 12 months the Faculty of that community, and | hope to 
responded and adapted to the global pandemic. For us, that meant see many of you in the Law Centre 
delivering all of our classes, exams and events in an online format. At the and at Law Faculty events during the 
same time, we managed drastic budget cuts and, with the benefit of an upcoming academic year. 
overwhelming show of support from our alumni, we preserved our status 
as an autonomous Faculty amid the university's major restructuring Barbara Billingsley 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


Indigenous law students take on national 
and international leadership positions 


Two Faculty of Law students were elected in November to represent 
Indigenous law students across Canada at the Indigenous Bar 
Association and the National Indigenous Law Students’ Association. 

Néhiyaw (Cree) law student Anita Cardinal-Stewart, ‘22 JD, 
became the vice-president First Nations for the National Indigenous 
Law Students’ Association (NILSA) and student representative for the 
Indigenous Bar Association (IBA) She is now NILSA president (See page 
29). Métis law student Kienna Shkopich-Hunter, ‘22 JD, was named 
acting communications officer for NILSA. 

In October, Indigenous law student Casey Caines, '23 JD, led and 
organized youth groups from all over the world during 2020’s YOUNGA 
Forum Global Takeover of the United Nations. 


Kienna Shkopich-Hunter, '22 JD 


NOVEMBER 3°” FEBRUARY 26" 


Government plaza named in honour 
of alumna Violet King Henry 


In February, Edmonton's Federal Building Plaza, near 
the Alberta legislature, was renamed the Violet King 
Henry Plaza in honour of Violet King, ‘53 LLB, who 
was the first Black woman to practise law in Canada. 
After graduation, she also became just the second 
woman lawyer in Calgary, where she practised criminal 


law, often speaking to issues of racism and gender 
inequality. In 1956, she moved to Ottawa to work for the 
federal Citizenship and Immigration department, and 
later moved to the United States where she became 
the first woman to hold a senior management position 
with the U.S’s national YMCA organization. King Henry 
died in New York City in 1982, at age 52. 


Violet King, ‘53 LLB 
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PhD students in Indigenous law and animal 
law win prestigious Killam Scholarships 


For the first time, doctoral students at the Faculty 

of Law have been awarded Izaak Walton Killam Memorial 
Scholarships. Naiomi Metallic and Marcelo Rodriguez 
Ferrere are each recipients of the awards, which include 
a stipend of $45,000 annually for two years. 

Metallic’s thesis is on the implementation of 
ndigenous laws in Canada, with an inter-societal law 
focus. Her supervisor is Assistant Professor Hadley 
Friedland. Born and raised on the Listuguj Mi’gmaq 
First Nation on the Gaspé Coast of Quebec, Metallic is 
an assistant professor at the Schulich School of Law at 
Dalhousie University, where she's the Chancellor's Chair 
in Aboriginal Law and Policy. Before entering academia 
in 2016, she practised law with a focus on Aboriginal 
aw and Indigenous governance. 

Rodriguez Ferrere's thesis is on animal protection 
enforcement, focusing on Alberta and New Zealand. 
He argues that the enforcement is so deficient it 
undermines the rule of law and thus becomes a 
constitutional problem of concern to all citizens. He 
is supervised by Professor Peter Sankoff. Rodriguez 
Ferrere is based in Dunedin, New Zealand, where he is 
a senior lecturer in the Faculty of Law at the University 


MAY 187 


Indigeno 


Naiomi Metallic 


Marcelo Rodriguez Ferrere 


of Otago. He earned his master of laws at the University of 
Toronto and was in legal practice for several years prior. His 
areas of research focus on constitutional and administrative 
law, as well as the regulation of the legal relationship between 


humans and non-human animals. 


JUNE - AUGUST 


New summer law program exposes 


us students to Indigenous 


legal traditions 


Launchpad Into Law is anew summer 
workshop series available to Indigenous 


law students who will be starting 1L 
in September. It was created for the 
Wahkohtowin Law and Governance 


Law's Indig 
funding fro 
Participant 
before thei 
intent is to 
of Canadia 


Lodge by Tamara Pearl, the Faculty of 


enous support manager, with 

m the Alberta Law Foundation. 

s are exposed to Indigenous laws 
official law studies begin. The 

“counterbalance the dominance 

n law with Indigenous legal 


raditions a 


The 20 


Tamara Pearl 


intensive workshops, wi 
Alberta, University of Ca 


nd prepare Indigenous students 


o learn respectful community engagement 
practices,’ says Pearl. 


21 series consists of six 
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JULY 2" 


Faculty of Law LLM 
students Rachel Weary, 

‘18 JD, and Ngaire 
Androsoff are each winners 
of a $20,000 Viscount 
Bennett Scholarship for 
2021 from the Law Society 
of Alberta. The award 
supports post-graduate 
studies by law graduates, 
articling students or lawyers 
practising in Alberta. 


h 16 incoming Indigenous students from the University of 
gary, University of Saskatchewan and Lakehead University 
participating in a virtual delivery. An in-person gathering in August will ceremonially 
welcome them to their official law school training. 
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Taking stock of changes at the 
Faculty of Law during an historic year 


STORIES BY SARAH KENT & HELEN METELLA 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law | 8 Il V 


ven before a global pandemic 
EB upended everything, this year 


was destined to be a landmark one At the same time as we were approaching 

at the University of Alberta Faculty of Law this 100-year milestone, like the rest of the 
— in September we will admit our 100th world the Faculty was responding to the 
class of full-time law students! challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

True, we celebrated 100 years as a Some major developments arising from 
Faculty in 2012, but back then law students he Faculty’s response to the pandemic 
studied part time, attending Law Society- included shifting to remote delivery of 
sponsored lectures before or after a full instruction and career services, addressing 


day of work articling at a law office in what pandemic-related questions in classrooms 
was known as “the English model’ of legal and public discourse, and the implementation 
training. In 1921, the Faculty became the of significant new social and financial aids 
first full-time Faculty of Law in Western for students. On July 1, 2021, the University 
Canada and adopted the Harvard model in of Alberta also reorganized itself under a 


which students study law for three years, 
then article for a year. 


new College model, which situates the still- 
autonomous Faculty of Law within a College 
of Social Sciences and Humanities alongside 
he Faculties of Arts and Education and the 
Alberta School of Business. 
At this extraordinary point in the world’s 
istory, watershed moments, firsts and critical 
markers are accumulating. It has been no 

ifferent for the Faculty of Law. For us, 
2020-21 has had 15 months filled wit 
turning points, highlights and change. 


—_ 


©: 
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Fresh opportunities 


to explain Cana 


dian 


law to the public 


Professors deliver as pandemic 
prompts queries on health law, 
Constitution, disinformation 


as whetted public 


he COVID-19 health crisis h 
interest in numerous fine points of the law and 


placed experts from the Un 


iversity of Alberta 


Faculty of Law in the spotlight almost daily. 


They've delivered crisp, clear so 


undbites and large 


social media campaigns, succinct Twitter threads, in-depth 


interviews and plain-language essa 
eloquently to citizens’ questions du 

Among them, Professor Timoth 
misinformation about COVID-19 an 
Associate Professor Ubaka Ogbog 
Alberta government's pandemic res 


ys, and responded 

ring webinars. 

y Caulfield has countered 
d vaccinations. 

u has evaluated the 
ponse and explained the 


legislated rights and role of chief public officers of health. 


Vice Dean Eric Adams has clari 
religious rights, personal rights and 


fied the protections for 
dissent. In one of the 


Centre for Constitutional Studies’ monthly Charter Series 
webinars, Executive Director Patricia Paradis explained how 


courts balance the constitutional p 
rights and freedoms in the Charter 
the community. 
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otection of individual 
with the interests of 


“| don't think I’ve ever had a busier year of 
media commentary than this past year,” says 
Adams. “It's a challenging but rewarding part of 
the position | have as someone with the academic 
freedom to study, teach and write about important 
topics in Canadian constitutional law ... | think part 
of my responsibility is to try and give back my 
expertise to (the) public in as many different ways 
as | can.” 

The pandemic prompted Canadians to 
understand how the government could inhibit their 
Charter-protected rights, says Paradis. 

“So this year provided several perfect 
opportunities for the Centre for Constitutional 
Studies to explain how courts balance rights and 
government action that limits those rights. It was 
a silver lining — an opportunity to explain the way 
the Charter works in areas that significantly affect 
people's lives." 

A higher profile does draw heated criticism, 
however. 

“It ain't easy and often not fun,’ wrote Caulfield 
in a May 2021 opinion piece in the Globe and 
Mail. But expert commentary that corrects 
falsehoods about the pandemic is “needed, 
effective, encouraged, appreciated—and perhaps 
an obligation.’ 


Patricia Paradis 


Demystifying and disseminating knowledge to 
the wider community is integral to academic work, 
says Ogbogu. “I think about how to do it effectively 


each time | undertake a research proj 
Among his considerations: “The p 


interested and not 
simple and to the 


ect.” 
ublic is 


stupid. Keep the message clear, 


point. And most im 


portantly, be 


correct when offering facts, and measured and 


respectful when offering opinion.” 


Adds Adams: " 
last 15 months if | 
important momen 
of our constitution 


| would certainly wi 


sh away the 


could, but there have also been 
ts demonstrating the workings 


al framework of rig 


hts protection 


which enables reasonable restrictions to those rights 
when warranted and proportionate." 


‘Keep the messadce clear, simple 


and 10 ihe colgie 


— Associate Professor Ubaka Ogbogu 
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New Indigenous 
support manager 
Joins Faculty 


Tamara Pearl brings community engagement 
scholarship and lived experience 


law students as their new Faculty support manager. 


€ 


T amara Pearl's path to law helps her relate to the struggles of Indigenous 


“| understand a lot of the loneliness that comes from being 
trailblazers for your own communities,” she says. “| was the first from One Arrow 
First Nation to be a Juris Doctor and then Master of Laws graduate.” 

Pearl is a Néhiyaw (Plains-Cree) who grew up in inner-city Saskatoon but 
spent summers on reserve with family, participating in ceremony and the many 
community social gatherings, including round dances, Batoche Days and One 
Arrow First Nation’s annual powwow. 

She lived with her mother until she was 13, when she was apprehended by 
child protection services. At 16, she aged out of care and began navigating 
inner-city Saskatoon alone, eventually reconnecting with her settler father. 

“What was a real resilience or ‘saving’ factor for me growing up was 
the public library system,’ says Pearl. “| met people including librarians who 
mentored and encouraged me, but it wasn't until my early twenties that | 
decided to go to university as a mature student.’ 

While working full time, she earned an anthropology degree, a JD and LLM 


Tamara Pear! 


at the University of Saskatchewan. She is now a PhD student in law at the 
University of Ottawa. 
As ateaching assistant for the U of S’s Aboriginal Student Achievement 


Program (now Indigenous Student Achievement Pathways), she “realized that 
“ law school was ground zero for a lot of the legislators, policy writers and legal 
| U a dersta a 6 re lot professionals that basically inform how our government runs. 
: “| found a passion for it — a passion for my people — that | don't think | 
of th eS | O a = | | a es S tn at would have found if | didn’t learn why things were the way they were, whether it 
: was treaty-making, treaty-honouring, discrimination barriers in past legislation 
comes from being Seen 
: Pursuing a calling in legal community engagement, she became an executive 
tra | | b | q aS FS for YO U [ assistant to one of the commissioners for the National Inquiry into Missing and 
“4° ) Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. That experience formed the basis of 
OW a ee ‘ag MM U a ies. her master’s and doctoral research, which centred on anti-dominance training in 
an anti-colonial framework for law school curriculum in order to help train legal 
~ Tamara Pear! practitioners for systemic change. 
In her new role, she aims to “support the students in their advocacy but also 
in their needs for what can be done right now.’ (SK) 


INDIGENOUS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION UPDATE 


In January, an inaugural meeting of more than 30 Indigenous Faculty of Law alumni who've graduated since the 
1980s convened virtually to network and socialize. The Alumni & Friends of the Faculty of Law Association intends 


to bring a motion to create a permanent Indigenous representative position on the executive. 
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Scotiabank scholarship 
encourages law students 
to champion racial justice 


New award supports future lawyers tackling 


systemic discrimination 


tudents at the University of Alberta 
iS Faculty of Law are included in a new 

nationwide scholarship program that 
aims to increase the number of future lawyers 
who are invested in combating racism and 
promoting inclusivity. 

The Scotiabank Program for Law 
Students will distribute a total of $540,000 
to six schools: the U of A, Osgoode Hall Law 
School, University of Victoria, McGill University, 
University of Windsor and Dalhousie University. 

The award encourages students to pursue 
anti-racism advocacy with a scholarship 
valued at a total of $30,000, paid out over 
the course of the student's three years in 
law school. 

At the U of A, a total of three students 
will receive the scholarship, with one student 
selected each year for the next three years. 
The award recognizes students who self- 
identify as Black, Indigenous or Person of 
Colour, and who have demonstrated their 
commitment to supporting marginalized or 
disadvantaged groups. 

Along with financial support, recipients 
will have networking opportunities with 
Scotiabank executives, members of the legal 
profession and community organizations 
that the students may be interested in 
supporting. Select recipients of the program 
will be offered internship opportunities with 


Scotiabank, a law firm or another advocacy 
organization. 

"I'm very excited for our Faculty to join 
with Scotiabank in our commitment to 
providing a top legal education to future 
leaders who will bring about meaningful 
change in our society,’ said Dean Barbara 
Billingsley. 

“The prospect of a racialized voice 
being denied a legal education because 
of financial restraints is completely 
unacceptable. The Scotiabank Program for 
Law Students is an important positive step 
in ensuring that those voices receive a legal 
education and the opportunities that go 
along with that education." 

At the start of her term as dean in July 
2020, Billingsley renewed the Faculty’s 
commitment to anti-racism as a significant 
component of teaching and research and 
ensuring that BIPOC students feel welcome, 
heard and supported. 


"Like banking, the legal profession benefits 


enormously from the diverse perspectives of 
its members," says Brian Porter, president and 
CEO, Scotiabank. 

"The Scotiabank Program for Law 
Students endeavors to give the next 
generation of legal professionals a stronger 
voice and presence in furthering the fight 
against racial discrimination.” (SK) 


Devin Buffalo, '24 LLB, is the first recipient of the Scotiabank 


Scholarship Program for Law Students at the University of Alberta. 


A 2018 graduate of Dartmouth College, he played for three ECHL 


teams as a goaltender, finishing with the Edmonton Oilers affiliate 


mn Wichita Thunder. When an injury ended his dream of playing 


assist Indigenous athletes with their goals. 


, J professional hockey, he founded Waniska Athletics to inspire and 
/ 


Devin Buffalo 
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BLACK LAW 
STUDENTS’ 
ASSOCIATION 
LAUNCHES 


The Faculty’s Black Law 
Students’ Association held 
its first event in February, 
hosting a high-attendance 
virtual discussion with 
Alberta NDP health critic 
David Shepherd and Toronto 
scholar/author Hadiya 
Roderique. In November, 
the BLSA’s inaugural annual 
general meeting saw the 
BLSA’s membership grow to 
almost 20 students — the 
majority of whom are not of 
a visible minority. Said BLSA 
president Peace Penzi, 

‘22 JD: “A lot of my peers are 
interested in social justice 
issues. | think people want to 
acknowledge their privilege 
and want to make a change, 
want to do their part.” 


Peace Penzi 
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Career Services navigates 
Covid restrictions with ease 


Some tech assists were so valuable they'll be retained 


very aspect of Career Services leans heavily on interpersonal interaction, whether during 
Ee one-on-one counselling, Career Day, or facilitating on-campus recruitment interviews. 
So Career Services staff pivoted early and completely when COVID-19 made such 

meetings impossible, knowing they had to deliver 19 lunchtime events and two large « : 

gatherings (Career Day and the 1L reception), two mock interview sessions and two virtual Th = iS IS 


recruits (for 1Ls and 2Ls) over the academic year. 


Planning for its first and largest event — September's Career Day — began shortly after a O DO | at | a 
the pandemic closed the Law Centre building in spring of 2020. 
Staff quickly identified the Gather.town virtual platform — web-conferencing qd St U 6 = at 


software that puts participants into a virtual “room” in which they can move their 
avatars around and drop in on conversations, just as they might in a real room — 


driving in 
as an innovative tool for its needs. 


The student articling committee handled logistics and provided participating | U Sil 1) See U S 


law firms a long lead time to test its effectiveness while also providing : : 
instructions, practice links and troubleshooting documentation. if th Sy W | Ss a to 
* )) 
meet virtually. 


“By the time the event launched, everyone felt secure about how it worked 
and what to expect,” says Bruce Wakeham, director of Career Services. 

The event attracted approximately 40 law firms and 350 students, 
which is consistent with years past. - Bruce Wakeham, 

For the lunchtime events, staff aimed for consistency by using Zoom director of Career Services 
primarily but swivelled easily for guest speakers more comfortable with 
Google Meet or Microsoft Teams. 

For student counselling sessions, Career Services offered 
drop-in Zoom rooms, and the virtual format worked so well that 
it is an adjustment that will continue to be offered once in-person 
classes recommence. 

“There is no point in a student driving in just to see us if they 
wish to meet virtually,’ says Wakeham. 


o I 


~e 
LSAT SUMMER PREP 
PROGRAM LAUNCHES 


Prospective law students from low-income backgrounds 

are now eligible for a new summer program at the 

University of Alberta Faculty of Law that provides free 

support to students who plan to write the Law School 

Admission Test. Generously sponsored by Borden 

Ladner Gervais LLP the LSAT Summer Prep Program 

is available to low-income, high-potential students 

who qualify according to guidelines established by 

Law School Admission Council. The first course 

began June 1 and runs to August 27. Bruce Wakeham 
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Law professors tweak 
teaching methods 
during remote delivery 


Demands of virtual classes 
produce useful new approaches 


Assistant 
Professor 
Tamar 
Meshel 


Kaplinsky will be putting several lessons learned from 
remote class delivery into action when the Faculty returns 
to campus. 

While adjusting to the technology learning curve, both instructors 
discovered new ways to help first-year students acclimatize to 
aw school. 

Being unable to pick up on students’ non-verbal cues while 
ecturing during her tort law class was the biggest challenge 
for Meshel. 

“You cannot read the virtual room,” says Meshel, who relied 
on repetition and visual aids such as Prezi to ensure students 
understood the material. These measures turned out to be 
something students greatly appreciated. 

To help first-year students get to know each other, Meshel 
regularly used virtual breakout rooms, allowing students to work 
on in-class exercises in small groups. 


A\ ssistant Professor Tamar Meshel and Professor Eran 


“When | used to do these in-class “(Discord) is the leading tool for 

"TH 8 exercises (in person), | handed them building a community of users on any 

out and they did them individually, subject. And why not law?" he says. 
esta b| ic hed and now | think | should start doing "This was experimental, but despite 

breakout rooms in class.” early hiccups, it ultimately proved to 
TOO | . Wwe re Mimicking the format of in-person be a very rewarding decision because 

lectures as closely as possible was the established tools were not built for 
a ot b U | It also a priority for Meshel. So, while the pandemic." 

she recorded lectures to share with Students used the platform to 
for th oO students, she held classes live at the engage in conversation, access course 

same time each week. “| thought the materials, prepare group assignments 
ba ndemic’ structure would be beneficial, especially and direct message Kaplinsky with 

for the 1Ls” their questions. 
«Prat Eran Kaoniasks Kaplinsky was focused on finding “lm an early and enthusiastic 

a way to help his large group of first- adopter of technology,” says Kaplinsky, 

year students feel more engaged in who invested in a high-quality 

his property law class. He decided microphone and camera and integrated 

to abandon the traditional course Open Broadcaster Software, a streaming 

management systems, like eClass and program, with Zoom. He plans to 

the West Education Network, and opted continue using Discord and hopes it will 

for Discord, a popular messaging and gain traction as an alternative course 

video call platform. management tool. (SK) 
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Above: Portraits of Dean Wilbur Fee Bowker 
and former Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin. 
Top right: Indigenous art on loan from 
Justice Leonard (Tony) Mandamin. 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 
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Law Centre 
evolves 


Pandemic opens a window for 
non-disruptive renovations 


he Law Centre will be 50 years old in 2022, 
| and buildings of such vintage naturally require 
ongoing renewal. With the pandemic’s health 
protocols creating an all but empty Law Centre 
from March 2020 to September 2021, a series of 
renovations took place with minimal disruption to 
faculty, students and staff. 

Among the refurbishments, the fourth floor 
reception area is now enlivened with the reinstallation 
of several large and striking portraits, including those 
of former Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin and 
four former Faculty of Law deans, four Indigenous 
artworks that are on loan from Justice Leonard (Tony) 
Mandarin, and a glass totem sculpture by Haida artist 
Clarence Mills from an anonymous donor. 

The third floor of the Law Library was refreshed 
with new carpets, lighting and paint. On the main floor, 
Tim Young's IT command centre has moved to the 
Communications wing on the west side of the building, 
freeing space for new offices of the Wahkohtowin 
Law and Governance Lodge and the Indigenous Law 
Students’ Association. 

Over this summer, The Gavel student lounge is 
being entirely renovated and refitted with new fixtures 
and furniture, plus some new windows facing Student 
Services, which will allow light from the north side's 
bank of windows to brighten the hallway. An upcoming 
renovation is also planned for Classroom 113 but may 
not begin until the end of the upcoming academic year. 

Renovations were funded from discretionary 
endowments and donations. (HM) 


Steve McDiarmid working inside the pre-renovated Gavel 


Jhe Gavel 


NORMAL RETURNS — STEVE WILL BE BACK! 


Steve McDiarmid, proprietor of the Hello My 
Friend Cafe and the Law Centre's favourite 
friend, spent the pandemic ensuring that the 
health of his aged mother was protected. 

“| went into a serious lockdown at home,” 
says McDiarmid who did not open for business 
after March 2020, postponing what would 
have been his 15th year keeping law students, 
faculty and staff topped up in coffee, tea and 
encouragement. “| got into a really good routine 
of going for big walks — about an hour, or an 
hour and a half, every day around the river valley 
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— and | saw many episodes of TV shows like 
the original British series of The Avengers.” 
This past spring, he was also busy 
planting his half section of wheat near Indian 
Head, Sask., and fixing his family’s log cabin 
near Merritt, B.C. 
"| fully intend to be back in September,’ 
McDiarmid says. “I’m hoping there's a 
great need for social interaction and I’m 
looking forward to a more functional cafe 
with communal seating to provide an 
environment for it.” (HIM) 


FEATURE 


WINNING 
LEGAL TECH 


Students’ automated police complaints app triumphsvat |ron Tech,Lawyer Invitational 


BY HELEN METELLA 


n April, Faculty of Law students won an international for complaints exist. It then generates a formal complaint 
i competition with a unique legal technology application letter citing the relevant statutes and will then submit it — 
that improves access to justice for people filing anonymously if requested — to the chief of police, the police 
complaints about police services. commission, the department of professional standards and 
The team of second-year JD students Karyna the provincial minister of justice. 
Omelchenko, Prabhjot Punnia and Darren Wagner, “Our research led us to incorporate various design 
and third-year student Denis Ram won the Iron Tech elements such as easy navigation, human-like interaction, 
Lawyer Invitational, held virtually at Georgetown Law and plain language to ensure accessibility of the app and to 
in Washington, D.C. prevent re-traumatization of the users,’ says Omelchenko, 
Their guided interview complaints app uses plain who with Punnia created the coding for the app. 
language questions to determine whether legal grounds The lack of a consistent way to file complaints has been 


re-traul 
of the user: 


— Karyna Omelchenko, ‘22 JD 


From left: Karyna Omelchenko, Denis Ram, 
Darren Wagner and Prabhjot Punnia 
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identified as a barrier to helping address systemic 
racism in the Calgary Police Service by anti-racism 
activists, municipal politicians, the provincial justice 
minister and police chiefs. 

Designed with an open-source legal-automation 
tool called DocAssemble, the app can be easily 
adapted by other police services in Alberta simply by 
changing the email addresses where the complaints 
are sent. Outside the province, the relevant statutes 
in those jurisdictions just need to be inserted into 
the code. Ram also sees potential for its use in 
corporate settings to improve complaint reporting 
of harassment or abuse. 

With some funding from a $10,000 seed grant 
offered through the University of Alberta (via the 
Kule Institute for Advanced Study and the Al4Society 
Signature Area) and the Edmonton Police Service, 
plus another $45,000 the team received from the 
City of Calgary, the app is already entering final 
stages of development before potentially going 
online to replace Calgary's current online police 
complaint process. Development will include 
translation into the most common languages spoken 
in Calgary as well as two Indigenous languages. 


THREE OTHER 
ACCESS-TO-JUSTICE APPS 
ALSO INSPIRED BY 
COURSES IN DIGITAL LAW 


Help for divorce and criminal defence clients 
and for interactions with police 


urrent and past members of a student group 
G that's inspired by coursework in digital law have 
created several potentially useful apps for improved 
access to justice. 

The students are part of the Digital Law and Innovation 
Society. DLIS is focused on taking to the next level projects 
promoting access to justice that were developed in class 
with the open-source legal-automation tool DocAssemble. 

In addition to an award-winning police complaints app (see 
story on the left), in the past two years they've created three 
other apps that are now receiving funding to develop them 
for possible real-world use. 

The three other apps were each designed to assist 
Student Legal Services, a volunteer-run legal information 
agency for low-income Edmontonians that is staffed by 
law students. 

One app streamlines the intake process for SLS's criminal 
defence clients, allowing a client, caseworker and SLS 
dayworker to collaborate efficiently. It was created by Brendin 
Gaucher, ‘22 JD, Spencer Klug, ‘22 JD, Jonas Patron, ’22 JD, 
Barrett Schultz, ‘22 JD, and Chase Stevens, ‘22 JD. 

Another project is a Do-Your-Own-Divorce intake tool that 
allows SLS to gather information once and then generate 
data files that can be imported into a series of government 
online forms. It was created by students Hero Laird, ‘22 JD, 
Nick Juselius, ‘22 JD, Monica Sol Martel Oh, ‘22 JD, Justin 
Hjlesvold, ‘22 JD, and Peter Cheng, ‘21 JD. 

The third app was actually created in 2019-20 by a 
team that included Melissa Erickson, ‘21 JD, and now-alumni, 
Alec Mcllwraith-Black, ‘20 JD, and Jordan Achtymichuk, 

‘20 JD. Titled, The Beacon, it has three main functions: it 
sends a geolocation pin to alert pre-selected contacts if 
there is an unfolding interaction with police; it can be swiped 
to begin recording audio and/or video; and it contains 
information that helps youth understand their legal rights 
when interacting with police. 

Along with the police complaints app that won the 
Iron Tech Lawyer Invitational competition this spring, the 
apps are part of a research collaborative led by Associate 
Professor Nidhi Hegde of the U of A’s department of 
Computing Science. The collaborative is using part of a 
$10,000 from a U of A seed grant to advance work with a 
selection of the apps. 
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retire from 


= “ty U-time teaching 


Prof. Catherine Bell 
made a lifelong 
commitment to 
Indigenous rights 


SARAH KENT 


research assistant with the Native Law 
Centre, now the Indigenous Law Centre. 
Working on a project about Indigenous 
rights to heritage sparked a lifelong 
commitment to the topic. 
“When | first started teaching law, the 
work that | did was not valued as much 
by the profession or in the academy as it 


is now,’ says Bell. “People 
that | was working in bout 


would suggest 
ique law or that 


was naive.” 
Bell developed curriculum and taught 

in the then Program of Legal Studies 

for Native People, and for Indigenous 


uring a career dedicated to 
D ndigenous rights and access to 
justice, Professor Catherine Bell 
helped develop Indigenous legal education 


\ programs across Canada, most recently eadership through the Banff Centre. 
\ n in Nunavut. She was a founding faculty member 
i a ; “When | first started, there were very, with the Akitsiraq Law Program in 
a ¥ \ very few First Nations and Métis lawyers, unavut, which met an urgent need 
A \\ et alone Inuit. Now there are hundreds of to foster the next generation of Inuit 
ZN a | 


ndigenous lawyers,” says Bell, who joined 
he U of Ain 19839. “It just fills my heart. It is 
what | worked for. | worked to be replaced.” 


awyers. The program allowed students 
to complete a full law degree from the 
University of Victoria while residing in 


i) Bell was attending law school at heir home territory. She returned to 
€O p | © WOU | d he University of Saskatchewan when unavut in 2018 as part of the Nunavut 
SU g Gg est th il | ndigenous rights were recognized by the Law Program, delivered in partnership 
Constitution in 1982. That milestone, in between the University of Saskatchewan 
Was WO rk al Q combination with taking one of the few and Nunavut Arctic College. 


Aboriginal law courses then offered in 
Canada, struck a chord with Bell. “It made 
me realize that this is an incredible human 
rights issue in Canada that very few people 
knew anything about.’ 

In her 2L year, she was hired as a 


Equipping students with the tools to 
make positive change in the community 
is a passion for Bell, who developed 
innovative experiential learning 
opportunities for law students as well as 
teaching courses on Indigenous rights. 


IN boutique law. 


— Prof. Catherine Bell 
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At the U of A, she worked in partnership 
Solicitor General) and criminal lawyer 
Nicole Stewart to launch the Indigenous 
Justice Externship on Gladue Sentencing 
Principles in 2017, the first of its kind in 
Canada. Students learn about the unique 
experiences and histories of 
peoples in the criminal justice system 

and support Gladue report writers as they 
prepare sentencing reports for Indigenous 
offenders. 

Collaboratively, she developed the low- 
income clinical law program at the U of A, 
which links the study of law with hands-on 
learning in case work and advocacy. As part 


Prof. Philip Bryden’s diverse 
career included teaching, 
deanships, governing 


BY DENIS RAM 


career, which included service as a dean of two law 
schools, as a provincial deputy minister, a legal academic 
and a law professor. 

Bryden started his legal studies as a Rhode Scholar at Oxford 
from 1976 to 1979 and practised with a New York law firm 
from 1979 to 1981. He was a special assistant to the Canadian 
secretary of state in 1981 and clerked at the Supreme Court of 
Canada for Madam Justice Bertha Wilson from 1983 to 1984. 

He completed his LLM at Harvard Law in 1985 and then joined 
the University of British Columbia's Faculty of Law, where he 
worked as a professor for 19 years. 

In 1991, he became UBC's associate dean of law. From 2004 
to 2009, he served as dean of the University of New Brunswick 
Faculty of Law, and from 2009 to 2014 he was dean of the 
University of Alberta Faculty of Law. He was appointed Queen's 
Counsel in 2016. “It was unusual at the time for deans to move, 
not as much anymore,” says Bryden. “The University of Alberta 
had a number of internal deans for years and were interested 
in something different.” 

Bryden is especially proud of his achievements at the 
university during a rocky provincial economy, one that saw budget 
cuts the very first day he went to a meeting with other deans. 

“| thought | was moving to the richest province, but my first 
day (the university) announced big budget cuts. It was a challenge 
the entire time,” says Bryden. 

From 2015 to 2019, Bryden was seconded from the Faculty of 


P rofessor Philip Bryden, QC, is retiring after a 35-year 
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of their training, students work in clinical 
with Randy Sloan (of Alberta Justice and settings with Legal Aid Alberta or the 
Edmonton Community Legal Centre. 
These educational initiatives are 
critical, says Bell. “We can't achieve 
justice unless we understand the issues 
people are facing and unless we try and 
ndigenous build systems and responses that are 
based on the values of the people the 
egal system is intended to serve.’ 

Bell's research has been equally 
influential. She is internationally 
enowned for her work on Indigenous 
cultural heritage, and in the area of Métis 
egal rights, she is a leading expert whose 
work has been argued and adopted by 


Canadian courts. Her work on Alberta's 
Métis settlements is recognized as 
foundational. 

"Professor Bell has been the start 
and the heart of our Indigenous law 
program and we look forward to seeing 
her legacy continue to grow for years to 
come,’ says Dean Barbara Billingsley. 

In retirement, Bell plans to 
serve as a board member for the 
Indigenous Heritage Circle, an 
Indigenous-led organization devoted 
to advancing Indigenous heritage 
priorities. “I will always be committed 
to issues related to access to justice 
and Indigenous rights.” 


Law to be deputy minister of Justice and Solicitor General and deputy 
attorney general for Alberta, returning for phased-in retirement as the 
Trans-Canada Chair in Administrative and Regulatory Law. 

During his time with the Alberta government, Bryden helped 
pass historic legislation regarding marijuana, elections and election 
financing, human rights, and family property. 

He says his government career was “unplanned and due to 
a confluence of circumstances.” Originally approached about a 
secondment serving under Premier Jim Prentice, he 
was pleasantly surprised shortly afterwards to be 
asked to serve the newly elected government 
under Alberta premier Rachel Notley. 

Bryden’s favourite project as deputy 

minister was conducting a full review of Alberta 
Legal Aid, leading negotiations and working 
alongside many stakeholders to shape the 
current system from its previously 
underfunded model. 

After his secondment, Bryden 
realized his relatively unique position. 
“| have knowledge and access to 
people that were very central within 
the government.” 

So he created a new course for law 
students: Developing Legislation. > 


‘It was unusual at 
the time for deans 
to move.’ 


— Prof. Philip Bryden 


The course focused on case studies from his time within 
government and explored different legislative initiatives and 
how they were negotiated, written and passed. Students 
received a unique look at how Alberta's provincial government 
works, which Bryden believes is an important asset for those 
studying the law. The course also let students work in teams to 
emulate the real working conditions of government staffers. 
Still keen to impart knowledge, Bryden will be jointly 


Prof. Tamara Buckwold 
joined academia 
unexpectedly 


BY DENIS RAM 


espite it being unplanned, 
D Professor Tamara Buckwold's 
33-year career as a teacher and 
scholar of primarily commercial law 
has been impactful for students and her 
profession. 

“It was more by coincidence than 
design,” she says. “It never occurred to me 
that I'd have an academic career.” 

Buckwold became a sessional lecturer 
at the University of Saskatchewan College of 
Law in order to remain involved in the legal world while she took 
what she anticipated would be a temporary break from private 
practice to care for two small children. But she quickly realized 
her calling was in teaching. 

While teaching as a sessional lecturer, she earned her 
master’s degree in law and became an associate professor in 
Saskatchewan before moving to the University of Alberta and 
being promoted to full professor. 

Reflecting on her own law school experience, Buckwold 
says she wanted her teaching style to focus on how all the 
little pieces of the law that students are taught fit into a bigger 
picture. She aimed to ensure that students understood not just 
discrete rules but also the overarching conceptual structure of 
the subject area and how those concepts interplay with policy 
in the real world. 

“| wanted to stimulate student interest and try to engage 
students by teaching both concepts and practical legal 
problems,” she says. 

“| start with, ‘Here is the big picture; then, ‘Now let's look 
at the process of solving a problem; ” says Buckwold. “Then 
throughout the course, | go back and remind them of how what 
were studying fits into the big picture.” 

"Our Faculty is fortunate to have benefited for many years 
from Professor Buckwold's excellent teaching, scholarship, 
professionalism and collegiality,’ says Dean Barbara Billingsley. 


teaching a course on Contemporary Canadian Federalism 
during the winter term of 2022, with sessional instructor 
Peter Gall. 

"Professor Bryden has been a valued leader of our 
Faculty whose many contributions will endure long past 
his retirement,’ says Dean Barbara Billingsley. "As a new 
dean, | am especially grateful to have benefited from his 
example and from his expertise, support and advice." 


"She contributed greatly to the strength of our Faculty, 
especially in helping our students to see the practical value 
and utility of legal doctrine." 
For her work as a professor and as a legal academic, 
she won the Law Society of Alberta and Canadian Bar 
Association Alberta Distinguished Service Award in 2019; 
the University of Alberta Law Students’ Association Most 
Involved Professor Award in 2018; and the Tevie H. Miller 
Teaching Excellence Award in 2016. 
Throughout her career, Buckwold has been actively 
involved in law reform, working with the Uniform Law 
Conference of Canada, the Alberta Law Reform Institute, 
the Law Reform Commission of Saskatchewan and the 
Canadian Conference on Personal Property Security Law. 
She was an executive member and chair of the Legal 
Education Society of Alberta (LESA); and acted as director 
for both the Estey Centre for Law and Economics in 
International Trade (2001-2005) and the Saskatchewan 
Legal Education Society (2001-2004). 

She has published numerous articles, studies 
and papers and co-authored Debt Recovery in Alberta. 
“The opportunity to co-author a book with Professor 
meritus Dick Dunlop taught me how to reconcile 
fferent points of view on difficult issues,” says 
Buckwold. “It made me a better writer, a more careful 
researcher and a clearer thinker.” 
Despite those milestones, Buckwold says her 
most gratifying career moments were when students 
demonstrated the leap from confusion over a complex 
legal issue to achieving understanding. 

“The results are fantastic. Sometimes it’s just a student 
in your office who's thinking, probing, questioning that may 
be the most gratifying,” said Buckwold. 


am 


“Sometimes it's just a student 
whos thinking, probing, 
questioning that may 

be the most gratifying.’ 


— Prof. Tamara Buckwold 


| 22 Il 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 


AL®MNI 


Law Alumni & Friends 


The Alumni & Friends of the Faculty of Law Association hosted our 20th annual Spring Reception on May 13, 2021. Held virtually this 
year, our event included a week-long online auction followed by the Spring Reception and guest speaker presentations convened on the 
Gather.Town platform. Dean Barbara Billingsley and Associate Professor Tamar Meshel discussed news and research in the Faculty, 
with Association President Randal Carlson sharing updates on our work with students and alumni over the past year. Our Association 
raised over $30,000, thanks to generous event sponsors, silent auction donors and individual donors whose contributions provide 
support for the following: 


The Alumni & Friends of the Faculty of Law Association Student Bursary Endowment Fund 

The Catherine Miller Community Service Award 

Annual summer internship for law student(s) at the Edmonton Community Legal Centre 

Annual sponsorships of the Law Show, a student-led theatrical production, and the Alberta Law Review, a student 
publication on Canadian legal issues 

Special gifts presented annually to law students to commemorate their achievements, including a professional portfolio 
and class graduation photo 


2021 SPRING RECEPTION COMMITTEE 


Samantha Hanson, ‘13 BA, ‘17 JD (Chair) Caitlyn Field, ‘14 BA, ‘17 JD 

Jasmine Billing, ‘14 BA, ‘17 JD Catherine Miller, ‘74 BScN, ‘77 LLB, ‘00 LLM 

Matthew Blimke, ‘13 JD Christine Pratt, QC, ‘92 LLB 

Randal Carlson, ‘89 BCom, ‘98 LLB Deborah Szatylo, ‘88 BA, ‘02 LLB 
EVENT SPONSORS SILENT AUCTION DONORS 
Gold Sponsor Bronze Sponsors Amusee Creations Hawryluk Valuations 
Scotia Wealth Management — Ackroyd LLP Anonymous Jedco Ltd 

Assiff Law Office Belvedere Golf and Country —_ Lisa Miller & Farrel Shadlyn 
Silver Sponsors Bryan & Company LLP Club Mark Hughes Photography 
Bannch tones Hip CBIA/Lawyers Financial Blu's Mi and Bee Designs 
Bishop & McKenzie LLP Direct IME Brownlee LLP . Miller Thomson LLP 
Brownlee LLP Neuman Thompson Burant Valuation & Business — Poppy Barley 
Nenione Canadair Ogilvie LLP Advisory Inc Tryst Wine & Small Plates 
DLA Piper (Canada) LLP Shores Jardine LLP C.W. Hill Photography Ltd University of Alberta 
Schiller Swann Hallberg & Cathy Bible - Artist Alumni Association . 
Miller Thomson lILP Associates Court Cookies by George WizCap Realtime Reporting 
MLT Aikins LLP Reporting Services Ltd Ernst & Young Inc 
Parlee McLaws LLP Tarrabain & Company Meas 
Reynolds Mirth Richards & Viewpoint Medical Bigs) cle PM 
Para llle Assessment Services Inc Photography 
Torys LLP Glendale Golf & Country Club 
Greg Harvey Wildlife 

Witten LLP Photography 


Thank you to our 2021 Spring Reception sponsors, silent auction donors, individual 
donors and reception guests for supporting the work of our Alumni & Friends of the 


Faculty of Law Association. 


| STUDENTS 


Balanced yet focused 


Gold medallist Allison Jandura relished a range of law school experiences 


HELEN METELLA 


llison Jandura came to law Moot and completed an internship with the 
JN school with a master’s degree Edmonton Mental Health Court. 
in molecular genetics and an “There were times when it was challenging 
idea of pursuing health law but has since to balance everything, but the experiences 
uncovered a fascination with a broad set | had outside of class made me a better 
of legal interests. student and were such a meaningful part of 
The 2021 recipient of the Horace my law school experience.” 
Harvey Medal, the University of Alberta She drew upon skills learned through 
Faculty of Law’s highest honour for a scientific research — how to work through 
graduating JD student, was attracted to a problem systematically, keep both details 
the law precisely because it can involve her and the big picture in mind, and distil and 
many interests and skills. communicate dense material. Support 
“Law school gave me amazing from her family, partner, and especially 
opportunities to learn new ways of thinking classmates, as well as mentorship from 
and gain exposure to a variety of questions professors and lawyers at McAllister LLP 
and areas of the law | had never thought where she was a Summer student, was 
about before — both inside and outside the also indispensable. 
classroom,’ she says. “Learning the law is a social exercise,’ 
While earning top grades, Jandura she says. “Il found it incredibly valuable 
made a point of accruing a wide set of to talk to my classmates about what 
experiences. In addition to volunteering we were learning. | definitely feel that 
for a year with Student Legal Services, she collaboration and mentorship 
was a student editor and secretary with was important for my success 
he Alberta Law Review, a writing fellow for in law school.” 
he Legal Research and Writing Program, Jandura is articling at the Court 
a research assistant at the Health Law of Appeal of Alberta in Edmonton and 
nstitute, vice-president of the Runnymede will complete her articles at McAllister 
Society and co-lead for the Women’s Law LLP. She's considering a career in 
Forum book club. She also participated litigation but characteristically, “I really 
in the 2019 Harold G. Fox Intellectual want to be open-minded. I’m open to 
Property Moot and the 2020 Wilson all new directions.” 


— Allison Jandura 
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Valedictorian and 


silver medallist 


Nahanni Fellenz’s high grades accompanied leadership roles in OUTlaw 


BY HELEN METELLA 


s valedictorian for the Class of ‘21 at the University 
A of Alberta Faculty of Law during a socially isolated 

pandemic year, Nahanni Fellenz decided to approach 
her role differently. 

Although she'd been elected by her classmates to address 
their virtual graduation, she opened up the valedictory speech 
to all the other candidates. Each contributed sections that 
were packaged alongside hers in the pre-recorded message. 

“Pre-recording gave us the opportunity to re-imagine the 
traditional valedictorian speech, which turned being online 
into something positive,” says Fellenz, who is also the 2021 
recipient of the George Bligh O’Connor Silver Medal in Law. 

Practising inclusivity and outreach is a hallmark of 
Fellenz’s three years as a law student. She was a member of 
the OUTlaw student group each year, serving as vice-president 
in 2L and president in 3L. 

“| definitely think I've come out of law school with a deeper 
understanding and passion for social justice issues. | think 
it's so important to keep that perspective as we enter such a 
privileged profession.” 

In addition to OUTlaw, Fellenz served on the Alberta Law 
Review as an editor and a member of its peer review and 
social media committees. She performed in the Law Show 
dance group for two years, mooted in the Dean’s Cup round 
during her first year, played intramural soccer and worked 
as a research assistant for Professor Shannon O'Byrne. A 
practicum at a mental health court and previous volunteer 
experience at the Canadian Mental Health Association Crisis 
Line and Suicide Hotline opened her eyes to the possibility of 
putting to work her undergrad studies in psychology during 
her future law career. 
Juggling those activities while achieving high grades was a 
function of having learned how to read and quickly summarize 
scientific papers for psychology courses, thoroughly 
discussing coursework with classmates, and maintaining 
friends outside of law school to keep her grounded. 

“You're always slightly behind,” she says. “Keeping busy 
motivated me to not procrastinate or over-analyze my work.” 
This summer, she's enrolled in the Law Society of Alberta's 
Accelerated PREP course for articling and will start articles in 
September with DLA Piper in Edmonton. 


‘Ive come out 
of law school 
with a deeper 
understanding 
and passion 
for social 
justice issues.’ 


— Nahanni Fellenz 
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Teamwork is key 


Bronze medal winner Connor Vaandering 
steadies himself with sports 


BY HELEN METELLA 


academic awards during law school, but in some respects 
it’s his involvement in sports that created a foundation for 
his Success. 

“| love working as a team,’ says the 2021 recipient of the Judges' 
Bronze Medal at the University of Alberta Faculty of Law. “I like that 
camaraderie, to be able to accomplish something together as a group.’ 

Among his law school team experiences was participation in both 
the Wilson and Laskin competitive moots. The latter, which put him 
alongside accomplished mooters Aidan Paul, Zachary Wilson and 
James Allan, honed his belief in the power of groups. “They certainly 
made their teammates work at their level. They're very committed and 
competitive, which | like.” 

Vaandering says the quality of his studying improved every year of 
law school, and not only because playing rugby and serving as president 


C onnor Vaandering's disciplined study habits led to numerous 
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‘I like to be able 
to accomplish 

something together 
as a group. 


— Connor Vaandering 


of the Bearristers rugby club relieved stress 
and allowed him to make a wide array of 
friends among classmates, upper years 
and alumni. He made a point of balancing 
studying with bowling and softball nights, 
soccer and basketball intramural games. 
The mindset sport carries lends valuable 
perspective to hitting the books, he says. 

“It’s nice if you can treat it like a sport — 
studying is your practice and the exam is 
your game.” 

His pre-law experiences were also a 
factor in how much he achieved. He's always 
loved reading, and his family encouraged 
strong opinions and vigorous discussion. 
Spending a pre-teen year in the United 
Kingdom when his father's job transferred 
hem there fostered his interest in current 
and global affairs. He was a member of 
his high school debate club and during his 
undergraduate studies in political science, 
he completed the Peter Lougheed Leadership 
College certificate in interdisciplinary 
eadership studies, exploring how groups 
work and what makes a good leader. 

In addition to attaining first-class standing 
in grades, Vaandering worked as a teaching 
assistant for the Legal Research and Writing 
Program and as a research assistant to 
Assistant Professor Malcolm Lavoie. “| very 
much enjoyed the opportunity to learn from 
many different perspectives during law 
school. Working for Professor Lavoie and 
Professor Samuel (while mooting) greatly 
helped sharpen my legal skills.” 

About to start articling with the Alberta 
Court of Appeal in Calgary in August, 
Vaandering will finish his articles with Blake, 
Cassels & Graydon LLP. 


Aidan Paul celebrated 
for outstanding moots 


Wins Mandy MacLeod Prize for Excellence in Mooting 


BY SARAH KENT 


ith a law school career 
awash in mooting success, 
Aidan Paul, ‘21 JD, was 


awarded the Mandy MacLeod Prize for 
Excellence in Mooting for 2021. 

The prize, established by Professor 
Peter Sankoff in 2020, recognizes a 
graduating student who has made a 
significant contribution to the Faculty 
of Law's mooting program during law 
school. The recipient must have also 
provided mentorship to other mooters. 

“The award is personally significant 
because (alumna) Mandy MacLeod was 
one of my Gale Cup coaches and an 
incredible mentor,” says Paul. 

As a first-year law student, Paul 
won the Dean's Cup, now known as the 
Right Honourable Beverley McLachlin 
Moot. In second year, he took top prize 
at the Brimacombe Moot and was a 


member of the team that brought home 
the U of A's historic third win at the Gale 
Cup. There, he was also awarded the 
Dickson medal for exceptional oralist 
performance and won second place for 
best factum overall. 
During third year and for the second 
year in a row, he won the Brimacombe 
alongside co-winner Melissa Erickson) 
and was then selected for the Laskin 
oot team. As part of the appellant 
eam, Paul advanced to the finals and 
mooted before Justice Suzanne Cété of 
he Supreme Court of Canada, ultimately 
aking home third place overall. 
His advice for future mooters? “Act 
as a team, not a group of individuals. 
You'll have moments where you doubt 
yourself — your response is what 
matters most. And never let yourself 
be outworked.” 
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“Never let 
yourself be 
outworked.’ 


The Mandy 
MacLeod Prize 
for Excellence 
in Mooting 


Established in 2020, the Mandy 
MacLeod Prize for Excellence 

in Mooting is named in honour 
of alumna Mandy MacLeod, ‘14 
JD, who was a Dickson medallist 
and Gale Cup finalist in 2013 
and now serves as a Crown 
prosecutor. As an articling 
student, she returned to coach 
for the Alberta Court of Appeal 
Criminal moot in 2015. She also 
helped the Gale Cup teams earn 
their three historic back-to- 
back-to-back wins, along with 
leading the University of Alberta 
Faculty of Law to victory in 

the 2019 Commonwealth Moot. 
Professor Peter Sankoff founded 
the prize to pay tribute to 
MacLeod’s exceptional mooting 
legacy and to inspire the next 
generation of mooters to pursue 
greatness. 
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Federalism research 
attracts prestigious funding 


Kimberly Wasylenchuk receives SSHRC Canada Graduate Scholarship 


BY SARAH KENT 


aster’s student Kimberly 
Wasylenchuk has been awarded 
a Joseph-Armand Bombardier 


Canada Graduate Scholarship by the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council 
of Canada. 

The SSHRC scholarship is accompanied 
by a Walter H. Johns Graduate Fellowship 
from the U of A, which is a top-up award 
recognizing CGS recipients. 

“Being selected for an award like SSHRC 
really validates all the hard work that goes 
into my education,” says Wasylenchuk. 

Her research focuses on the topical and 
timely issue of federalism (political authority 
that is divided between national and 
provincial governments). The line of inquiry 
was sparked by being born in Alberta and 
observing Alberta-centric issues all her life. 

“The focus of my research is ona 
comparative study of selected federalist 
legal systems throughout the world,’ says 
Wasylenchuk, whose research is supervised 
by Vice Dean Eric Adams, an expert in 
constitutional law. 

“My goal is to understand whether 
organizing a state as a federation, as 
opposed to unitary organization with a 
strong central government, reinforces the 
legitimacy of the central governing power 
in the federation. My research attempts to 
draw conclusions as to whether legitimacy 
of the central power's ability to govern 
exists in a federalist state by way of 
delegated power.” 

Wasylenchuk’s comparative study will 
look at federalism in Canada alongside 
countries that use the same system, such 
as Germany, while also considering unitary 
states such as the United Kingdom in 
her analysis. 

She first encountered the political theory 
concepts of legality and legitimacy while 
attending law school at the University of 
Birmingham in the United Kingdom. 


"My goal is to understand whether 
organizing a state as a federation 
reinforces the legitimacy of the central 
governing power in the federation.” 


— Kimberly Wasylenchuk 


Learning the law in different jurisdictions has undeniably informed the direction 
of her research, says Wasylenchuk, who was called to the bar in both Alberta and 
British Columbia after returning from the U.K. 

She is continuing to work full time with McLennan Ross LLP in Edmonton while 
undertaking her master's. 

“AS a litigator, |am no stranger to defending my position before the court. 
Defending my thesis will be similar albeit in an academic context. | look forward to it!” 
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Committed 
to advocacy 


Anita Cardinal-Stewart represents Indigenous 
students locally and nationally 


BY SARAH KENT & HELEN METELLA 


nita Cardinal-Stewart, ‘22 JD, has had a busy year, 
law studies aside. 


In November 2020, the president of the Indigenous 
Law Students’ Association at the Faculty of Law was elected 
to represent Indigneous students at law schools across 
Canada as vice-president First Nations for the National 
Indigenous Law Students’ Association and as student 
representative for the Indigenous Bar Association. 

In January, she was the inaugural recipient of the 
Women General Counsel Indigenous Scholarship Award and 
was also elected president of NILSA. In the spring, she was 
re-elected ILSA president for 2021-2022. 

Cardinal-Stewart, who is Néhiyaw (Cree) and a member 
of Woodland Cree First Nation, is known for her relentless 
advocacy and commitment to Indigenous communities. 

“Lam pleased to be able to advocate for Indigenous law 
students on a national level,” she says. “We have already 
made strides by writing an open letter to law schools across 
the country, bringing awareness to the lack of Indigenous 
law classes and support for Indigenous law students. 

We want to see change in those and many other areas 
in law faculties.” 

The Women General Counsel Indigenous Scholarship 
Award recognizes an Indigenous student who has not only 
demonstrated their commitment to the organization's mission 
but also to the advancement of Indigenous women and/ 
or the principles of Truth and Reconciliation. In those areas, 
Cardinal-Stewart has gone above and beyond. 

She serves as the Edmonton program leader for Level 
Justice Indigenous Youth Outreach Program, which provides 


education and mentorship for Indigenous youth. 


As president of the Indigenous Law Student Association, 
she has been integral to ILSA’s new partnership with 
Level Justice, enabling law students to connect with local 


Indigenous communities. 

Cardinal-Stewart is a writer for the award-win 
ReconciliAction YEG, where students are assessi 
progress on the Truth and Reconciliation Commi 
to Action five years on. 

In her award application, she said that she is 
“my mother, my nieces and all the other Indigeno 
and girls who feel that they are not enough, that 
are unachievable. 

“| want them to know that they are deserving 


ning blog, 
ng the 
ssion's Calls 


inspired by 
us women 
heir dreams 


and have 


the support to do it. Law school is hard — it is one of the 


hardest things | have ever done — but it is worth 


itif loan 


inspire just one little girl or woman to reach for her dreams 
no matter how late in life because they deserve it.” 


“Law school is hard but it is worth it 1f I can inspire just one 
little girl or woman to reach for her dreams.’ 


— Anita Cardinal-Stewart 
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From left to right: Tesia Doblanko, Don Padget and Joshua Koop, 2021 Alberta Court of Appeal Constitutional Team 


Such a season! 


U of A Law records wins at regional 
and national moots 


BY SARAH KENT 


the MacIntyre Trial Moot with the team of Bonita 

Arbeau and Lauren Chomyn, coached by Don 
MacCannell and Steve Smith. Chomyn also won the individual 
award for best opening statement. The team then advanced 
to represent Western Canada at the national Sopinka Cup 
competition in March, where it placed second-overall and 
Arbeau won best closing statement. 

At the Laskin Moot, the appellant team of Aidan Paul 
and Zachary Wilson made the finals, mooting before Justice 
Suzanne Cété of the Supreme Court of Canada. The pair 
took home third place overall, and the team, including Connor 
Vaandering and James Allan, was awarded fourth place for 
their factums. Professor Philip Bryden coached. 

Guillaume Fogarty-Greenshaw and Madison Durham 
won the second Western Canada Family Law Negotiation 
Competition. Coached by Riley Gallant, the team included 
Liria Nair and Tristan Patterson. 

U of Aalso shone at the Kawaskimhon Moot. The 
Faculty was represented by Kienna Shkopich-Hunter, Jordyn 
Woycheshin, Alexa LaPlante and Teresa Holmes at this non- 
competitive, consensus-based moot. The team was coached 


T he U of A started the 2021 moot season by winning 
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by Troy Chalifoux and Assistant Professor Darcy Lindberg. 

For the second year in a row, U of A made a clean 
sweep of the Alberta Court of Appeal Moot, winning the 
civil, constitutional and criminal rounds. Lisa Kawasaki and 
Akash Purewal represented the civil team, coached by Kyle 
Kawanami. The constitutional team was composed of Tesia 
Doblanko and Joshua Koop and coached by Don Padget and 
Andrew Foster. Katherine Fraser coached the criminal team 
of Elizabeth England and Rielle Gagnon. 

At the Bennett Jones Health Law Moot, the team of 
Kassandra Devolin, Zach Dietrich, Gillianne Hardy-Legault, and 
Kaitlynd Hiller took first place. Hiller was also awarded best 
oralist. Emily Hole and Tayler Meagher coached the team. 

At the Michel Bastarache Moot, students won the Prix 
Bastarache for demonstrating the spirit of fair play, dedication 
to French language and camaraderie. Coached by Morgan 
McClelland, the team was composed of Eric Decorby, 
Adrienne Faulkner, Rayleigh Minhyu Lee and Andrew Kim. 

Students at the Adam F. Fanaki Competition Law Moot 
won second place for their appellant factum, awarded 
to Christopher McLaughlin-Chernecki, Raunaq Arora, 
Zachary Gee and Justine Fay. Coaches were Danielle Chu 
and Chelsea Rubin. 

U of A posted impressive finishes at the Canadian 
qualifying tournament of the Philip C. Jessup International 
Law Moot, winning third-place for the appellant factum, 
awarded to Alexandra Warkentin and Case Littlewood. In the 
international rounds of the Jessup Moot, the team moved to 
the advanced rounds of the competition. The team included 
Denis Ram, Doris Vucijak, and Anastasia Yevtushenko. 
Professor Péter Szigeti coached. 


Adam F. Fanaki Competition Law Moot 


Coached by Danielle Chu and Chelsea Rubin: 
Raunag Arora, Justine Fay, Zachary Gee and 
Christopher McLaughlin-Chernecki 


Alberta Court of Appeal Moot 


Civil team coached by Kyle Kawanami: 
Lisa Kawasaki and Akash Purewal 


Constitutional team coached by Don Padget 
and Andrew Foster: Tesia Doblanko and 
Joshua Koop 


Criminal team coached by Katherine Fraser: 
Elizabeth England and Rielle Gagnon 


Bennett Jones Cup in Health Law Advocacy 


Coached by Emily Hole and Tayler Meagher: 
Kassandra Devolin, Zach Dietrich, 
Gillianne Hardy-Legault and Kaitlynd Hiller 


Canadian Client Consultation Competition 


Coached by Farrel Shadlyn and 
Danielle Mousseau: Adrianna Aiello 
and Darren Tootoosis 


Donald G.H. Bowman National Tax Moot 


Coached by Ashvin Singh: Yan Gao, 
Prabhjot Punnia, Natasha Tymchuk 
and Olivia Wang 


Gale Cup Moot 


Coached by Don MacCannell and 
Chris Samuel: Rachel Day, Sarah Lazin, 
Michael Matwichuk and Sruthi Tadepalli 


Harold G. Fox Moot 


Coached by Mat Brechtel: Chloe Braget, 
Spencer Klug, Hero Laird and Jonas Patron 


Julius Alexander Isaac Diversity Moot 


Coached by Alex Bernard: Emily Bielech, 
Grace-Chloé Lumbala, Annie Mushtaq and 
Corinna Steffen 


Kawaskimhon Law Moot 


Coached by Darcy Lindberg and 

Troy Chalifoux: Kienna Shkopich-Hunter, 
Jordyn Woycheshin, Alexa LaPlante 

and Teresa Holmes 


Laskin Moot 


Coached by Philip Bryden: James Allan, 
Aidan Paul, Connor Vaandering and 
Zachary Wilson 


Maclntryre Cup Western 
Canada Moot/Sopinka Cup 


Coached by Don MacCannell and 
Steve Smith: Bonita Arbeau and 
Lauren Chomyn 


Mathews Dinsdale National 
Labour Arbitration Moot 


Coached by Kristan McLeod and John 
Carpenter: Elisa Carbonaro and Elias 
Jimenez Gonzalez 


Michel Bastarache Moot 


Coached by Morgan McClelland: 
Eric Decorby, Adrienne Faulkner, 
Rayleigh Lee and Andrew Kim 


Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot 


Coached by Péter Szigeti: Case Littlewood, 
Denis Ram, Alexandra Warkentin, 
Doris Vucijak and Anastasia Yevtushenko 


Western Canada Family 
Law Negotiation Moot 


Coached by Riley Gallant: Madison Durham, 
Liria Nair, Guillaume Fogarty-Greenshaw 
and Tristan Patterson 


Wilson Moot 


Coached by Hillary Nye and Chris Samuel: 
Melissa Erickson, Melissa Garska, 
Allison Jandura and Anna Seefeldt 
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Assistant professor brings 
expertise in private law and 
distributive justice 


HELEN METELLA 


he Faculty of Law's newest member Akbari's interest in this began about a decade ago while he was 
al says there are three prongs of a practising at Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP in New York City. Later, as a tax 
good legal education and the third litigator at the Department of Justice, he grew to appreciate the practical 
one, legal theory, is of equal importance to effects of law on people's lives. He also worked on policy development for 
understanding the rules and how to make the Ontario Securities Commission. 
arguments. “The thing that opened my eyes was the way in which individuals 

“An important third element is thinking interact with the law and the legal system, how they navigate it and how 
about what makes our laws good laws and challenging it can be,’ he says. 
how we should change them to make them In the winter term, he taught a Jurisprudence course titled Tax, Justice 
better” says Assistant Professor Sina Akbari, & Society in which upper-year students examine how we argue about 
who joined the Faculty in January. “Because and evaluate taxes as just and fair, as well as discrete issues concerning 
law involves the use of state power, it must universal basic income, the politics of taxation and how tax law reflects 
be justified in some way.” ideas of gender and race. 

Akbari’s research is focused on the way A native of Calgary who has a B.Comm from the University of Calgary, 
considerations of distributive justice bear Akbari earned his JD from the University of Toronto and his LLM from New 
on private law. Since legal institutions like York University. He is now in the final year of his PhD at the London School 
taxation are layered on top of private law of Economics. 


concepts of property and contract, our 
understanding of private law affects how we 
think of tax law. 
For example, he says, when people think 

of taxation as an appropriation of something 

that morally belongs to them, that reflects a 

particular understanding of how private law is 

justified. That thinking, in turn, “has an effect 

on the extent to which people believe that 

other institutions are infringing on their rights, 

rather than looking at them all as tools for 

promoting social aims.” — Assistant Professor Sina Akbari 
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Four faculty members 
promoted on July 1 


Eran Kaplinsky to full professor, Hadley Friedland, Malcolm Lavoie 
and Anna Lund to associate professors with tenure 


BY HELEN METELLA 


Eran Kaplinsky 


Professor Eran Kaplinsky has served on the faculty since 2007. Prior to 
joining the Faculty of Law, he obtained a bachelor of laws from Tel Aviv 
University, and a master of laws and a doctor of juridical science from the 
University of Toronto. 

Kaplinsky is well-known to U of A Law’s first-year students as a property law 
instructor and has taught municipal and planning law, and law and economics 
O upper-year classes. 

His research focuses on land-use planning and regulation, municipal law, and 
property rights. He has published extensively on expropriation and compensation, 
planning and zoning, and on municipal regulations ranging from ridesharing to 
development obligations to tree protections. 

Kaplinsky also serves as research director for the university's Alberta Land Institute, 
an independent research institute that informs public debate and decision-making in 
the province on land, water and agriculture. 

"| have been privileged to work alongside wonderful colleagues and students,” says 
Kaplinsky. “The Faculty of Law has been incredibly supportive of my academic career, 
and | am excited to continue teaching and researching at the University of Alberta." 


Indigenous legal resources for Indigenous communities, legal professionals 
and the general public. With Associate Professor Shalene Jobin of the 
Faculty of Native Studies, she is co-founder of the Wahkohtowin Law 

and Governance Lodge, an interdisciplinary initiative developed to uphold 
Indigenous law and governance through supporting community-led 
research. Previously, she co-founded the Indigenous Law Research Unit 
(ILRU) at the University of Victoria. 

She has published extensively, including the book The Wetiko (Windigo) 
Legal Principles: Cree and Anishinabek Responses to Violence and 
Victimization (University of Toronto Press, 2018.) 

Friedland holds a Child and Youth Care diploma (with distinction) from 
MacEwan University, an LLB from the University of Victoria, and an LLM 


Hadley Friedland and PhD from the University of Alberta. She received the SSHRC Vanier 
Associate Professor Hadley Friedland joined the Scholarship and the inaugural SSHRC Impact Talent Award, and the 
Faculty as a full-time member in 2017. Her research Governor General's Gold Medal for her graduate work. 

focuses on Indigenous law, Aboriginal law, family law "lam honoured to reach this career milestone here and am so grateful 
and child welfare law, and on criminal justice and for the tremendous support for my work in this Faculty, as well as the 
therapeutic jurisprudence. mentorship, warmth and collegiality from so many excellent colleagues," 


Friedland has collaborated to produce accessible says Friedland. 
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Malcolm Lavoie 


Associate Professor Malcolm Lavoie joined the Faculty 


in 


federalism, and the in 
constitutional law. 


Toronto Law Journal, the McGill Law 


2015. He researches property law, Aboriginal law, 
ersection between private law and 


His publications have appeared in the University of 
Journal, the Oxford 


University Commonwealth Law Journal, the Supreme Court 


Law Review, and elsewhere. His wor 
Supreme Court of Can 


e) 


th 
H 


from the London School of Econom 


has been cited by the 
ada. 
He holds a BA (Hons) in Economics from the University 

f British Columbia; MSc (Distinction) in Political Theory 

ics; BCL and LLB from 

e McGill University Faculty of Law; and LLM and SUD from 
arvard Law School. 

He served as a law clerk for the Hon. Justice Frans Slatter 


of Law Teachers 
2015 Harvard Project on the 
Writing 


of 
Rosalie Abella of the Supreme Court of Canada. 


he Alberta Court of Appeal and for the Hon. Justice 


At Harvard, Lavoie was a Frank Knox Memorial Fellow, 
bright Scholar, Weatherhead Center Graduate Research 
low, and Project on the Foundations of Private Law 

low. He was a recipient of the 2017 Canadian Association 
CALT) Scholarly Paper Award, and the 
Foundations of Private Law 


Prize. 
He has consu 


ted with Mi 


er Thomson LLP on legal files 


related to his areas of expertise and has argued before the 


Supreme Court 0 
Judicial Council. 


to contribute 


“ 


f Canada. He is a member of the Alberta 


“The award of tenure comes with ongoing responsibilities 
to the advancement of knowledge,” said Lavoie. 
will continue to strive to uphold the traditions of this great 


institution and to be worthy of the trust placed in me by my 
colleagues in 


the Faculty of Law.” 
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Anna Lund 


Associate Professor Anna Lund started at the Faculty as a 
sessional instructor in January 2015 and as an Assistant 
Professor in July 2016. She focuses her teaching and 
research in the areas of bankruptcy and insolvency, debtor 
creditor law, civil procedure, access to justice, and gambling. 
Her current research interests include medical 
bankruptcy, employment insurance, the co-operative 
business model, and the environmental obligations of 
insolvent corporations. Her book, Trustees at Work: 
Financial Pressures, Emotional Labour, and Canadian 
Bankruptcy Law, was published by the University of 
British Columbia Press (2019). 
Lund has developed and taught courses that align with 
her research interests and has been recognized for her 
dedication to students. She is the recipient of the Provost's 
Award for Early Achievement of Excellence in Undergraduate 
Teaching, the University of Alberta Award for Outstanding 
entorship in Undergraduate Research & Creative Activities, 
and the Faculty of Law's Hon. Tevie H. Miller Teaching 
Excellence Award. 
She practises on a pro bono basis t 
munity Legal Centre and the Court of Queen's 
Bench Amicus Program, and serves on the Canadian Bar 
Association (Alberta Branch) Access to Justice Committee. 
Lund holds an LLB from the University of Alberta, an LLM 
from the University of California Berkeley and a PhD from 
the University of British Columbia. 


hrough the Edmonton 


Prof. Steven Penney 
earns LSA/CBA Award 


Honoured for prolific criminal law scholarship and its impact 


BY HELEN METELLA 


rofessor Steven Penney is the 2021 recipient 
P of the Law Society of Alberta / Canadian Bar 

Association Award for Distinguished Service 
in Legal Scholarship. 

LSA/CBA awards recognize outstanding members of 
Alberta's legal community for their service. 

The LSA/CBA noted that Supreme Court Justice Russell 
Brown names Penney “among two or three (of the) most 
prolific criminal law scholars in Canada.” It also emphasized 
his unfailing generosity in contributing his time and 
expertise to the legal profession. 

“Steven's writing has had a significant impact on 
jurisprudence, having been cited at courts across Canada, 
including the Supreme Court’s landmark decision in R v 
Burlingham on the right to counsel under section 10 (b) of 
he Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

“Those who know Steven also remark upon his insight 
and ability to analyze and write about complex areas of law 
hat impact Canadians now, and will do so in the future.” 

In addition to researching, teaching and consulting 
in the areas of criminal procedure, evidence, substantive 
criminal law, privacy, and law and technology, Penney is co- 
author of Criminal Procedure in Canada, now in its second 
edition and recognized as a leading authoritative source on 
the topic. He is co-editor of Evidence: A Canadian Casebook 
and is a member of the advisory boards of the A/berta Law 
Review and Canadian Journal of Law & Justice. 

Penney, ‘94 LLB, joined the Faculty in 2006. He holds 
a master of laws from Harvard Law School; was Visiting 
Professor at the Faculty of Law, University of Western 
Ontario; Associate Professor at the Faculty of Law, 
University of New Brunswick; and law clerk to Justice 
Gérard V. La Forest of the Supreme Court of Canada. 

“It is a tremendous privilege as a law professor to 

be free to critique and propose reforms to the law as an 
independent thinker, unencumbered by the mandates of 
clients, governments, or the intellectual orthodoxies of the 
moment,” says Penney. 

“lam very grateful to the many members of the bar and 
bench, in Alberta and elsewhere, who have enriched my 
understanding of the law and justice system over the years.” 
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‘It 1s a tremendous 
privilege to be 

free to critique 
and propose 
reforms to 

the law as an 
independent 
thinker.’ 


— Prof. Steven Penney 
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Prof. Timothy Caulfield awarded 
RCIS's Sandford Fleming Medal 


Recognized for tireless contributions to science communications 


SARAH KENT 


ealth law professor Timothy 
H Caulfield was awarded the 2020 

Sandford Fleming Medal by the 
Royal Canadian Institute of Science for 
his dedication to the public understanding 
of science. 

The medal recognizes outstanding 
contributions to the communication of 
science by a member of the scientific 
community in Canada. 

Caulfied joins a prestigious list of 
recipients of this accolade, including 
Ursula Franklin, Chris Hadfield and 
David Suzuki. 

As the Canada Research Chair in 
ealth Law and Policy and the research 
director of the University of Alberta's 
ealth Law Institute, Caulfield is 
internationally renowned for his efforts 
to dispel scientific misinformation. 
Since the outbreak of COVID-19, his 
work has been dedicated to combating 
the infodemic and debunking junk 
science. His public campaign, “Check 
First. Share After,’ was launched in May 
2020 and encourages Canadians to 


fact check social media posts before 
sharing. 

This past spring, another online 
campaign that Caulfield steers, 
ScienceUpFirst, received new 
federal funding of $1.75 million 
or its work countering vaccine 
misinformation. The support 
came from the Ministry of Health's 
mmunization Partnership Fund. 

“The spread of misinformation 
does real harm,” says Caulfield. “It 
is having an adverse impact on 
vaccine uptake and on the adoption of 
preventative public health strategies.” 
Caulfield has also tirelessly 
advocated for scientists to focus on the 
public’s relationships with science and 
how research is communicated. 
In October 2020, he was invited to 
become a fellow of the Committee for 
Skeptical Inquiry, an august body of 
trans-national scientists, academics 
and science writers who share his 
dedication to evidence-based science. 

The entity is a program within 


£ 
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— Prof. Timothy Caulfield 


the Centre for Inquiry, an American 
educational non-profit organization. Its 
mission is “to promote scientific inquiry, 
critical investigation, and the use of 
reason in examining controversial and 
extraordinary claims.” 

Meanwhile, in June, Caulfield's book, 
Relax Dammit: A User's Guide to the Age of 
Anxiety, won the Wilfrid Eggleston Award 
for Nonfiction at the 2021 Alberta Literary 
Awards. In January, a webinar discussion 
of the book recorded the highest-ever 
registration and attendance for a 
University of Alberta Alumni Relations 
webinar — almost 850 attendees. 


Prof. Peter Sankoff 


receives Tevie 


Miller 


Excellence Award 


Teaching 


Honoured for innovative teaching methods 


and mentorship 


BY HELEN METELLA 


or his multi-format teaching tools and tireless 
mentorship, law professor Peter Sankoff was 
awarded the 2021 Hon. Tevie H. Miller Teaching 


Excellence Award. 


The award recognizes excellence in teaching by a full-time 
faculty member at the University of Alberta Faculty of Law. 

Students say that Sankoff, who teaches criminal law, 
evidence and animal law, is a passionately supportive 
instructor whose ever-evolving techniques foster rigorous 
earning. His adeptness with technology and dedication 


to ensuring that all students rise to their potential were 


especially helpful when 


classes moved online due to 


COVID-19. “He helped maintain a sense of collegiality,’ said 


one student nominator. 


Sankoff also initiated and successfully executed the 


#100InternsProject. It funded and secured 100 internships 
for Canadian law students who saw summer employment 


evaporating early in the 


pandemic. The initiative resumed 


in spring 2021, with assistance from the Criminal Lawyers’ 
Association, and placed another 100 students by April 25. 


“Don't let Professor 


Sankoff’s tough outer shell foo 


you,’ wrote another student. “He is one of the most caring, 


committed and suppor 

Sankoff embraces 
the first at the Faculty 
(for instantly gathering 


ive people I've ever met.” 


innovation as an instructor. He was 


oO use interactive clicker responses 
and tabulating a classroom of 


student responses), an 


d the first law professor in Canada 


to adopt the “flipped classroom” model (in which lectures 
are pre-recorded to create more time for in-class discussion 


and problem-solving). 


"He is one of the most 
carling, committed 
and supportive people 
I've ever met.’ 


— Student nominator 


He has more than 100 videos on YouTube on substantive 
issues of law, on teaching law and on succeeding at law school. 
In 2021, he created and co-hosted (with his pre-teen daughter), 
the podcast Translating Criminal Law: Rated G; since 2018 he 
has co-hosted the animal law podcast Paw and Order. 

Sankoff’ supervises four students annually in a criminal law 
internship. For six years he was a moot coach, co-coaching the 
U of A to three Gale Cups and taking the Commonwealth Moot. 

“Lam thrilled to win this award, especially in light of the 
accomplished list of nominees — all of whom were equally 
deserving,’ said Sankoff. 


The Hon. Tevie H. Miller Teaching Excellence Award is named in honour of 
the former associate chief justice of the Court of Queen’s Bench of Alberta. 
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Kanchana 
Fernando wins 
Pringle/Royal 
Sessional Teaching 
Excellence Award 


Lauded for imparting practical skills in framing facts 


BY HELEN METELLA 


Royal Sessional Teaching Excellence Award in part for her 
outstanding work teaching students how best to use facts. 

Fernando, ‘07 LLB, who is deputy regional director and senior 
counsel at Department of Justice Canada, has taught Public Law 
Advocacy at the Faculty since 2016. The course teaches students 
how to frame and counter facts when constructing submissions. 

Students consistently call it one of the most useful and practical 
courses they have encountered in law school and describe Fernando 
as a caring and empathetic instructor who instils confidence. 
Fernando created the course because she sees articling 
students with excellent research and advocacy skills honed through 
moot court competitions who sometimes struggle crafting short 
submissions. 
Using short lectures, in-class exercises and mini moots judged 
by guest lawyers who deliver immediate oral feedback, she teaches 
students how to make submissions to courts and tribunals they will 
commonly encounter during early years of practice — contested 
sentencing, bail and applications for a stay. 
Additionally, students praise Fernando's assistance outside the 
classroom. “(She) goes above and beyond to support students at 


(l : : ; , 
che 1S kind, the U of A. She is often a speaker at Women’s Law Forum events, 


she has appeared on the WLF Podcast, and is a familiar face around 
C omp als S i on ANE e campus. She is kind, compassionate and driven,” said one student. 
“I’m honored to win this award,” said Fernando. “Teaching at the 
: i) law school has reinvigorated my love of the law and of advocacy, 
and driven. and interacting with the hardworking and talented law students is 
such a rewarding experience. I'm so proud of this year’s students in 
— Student nominator particular, for all the resilience that they've shown in attending law 
school during the pandemic.” 


l awyer Kanchana Fernando received the 2021 Pringle/ 


The Pringle/Royal Sessional Teaching Excellence Award is named in honour of 
Peter Royal, QC, and the late Alex Pringle, QC, each longtime instructors at the Faculty. 
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PROFESSORS’ SELECT 
PUBLICATIONS SINCE JULY 2020 


Eric Adams 

“Equally Applicable to Scotsmen’: Racism, Equality, 
and Habeas Corpus in the Legal History of Japanese 
Canadians” in Jordan Stanger-Ross, ed, Landscapes 
of Injustice: A New Perspective on the Internment and 
Dispossession of Japanese Canadians (Montreal- 
Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press, 2020) 67-100. 


With Andrew Leach, “Seeing Double: Peace, Order, and 
Good Government and the Impact of Federal Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions Legislation on Provincial Jurisdiction’ 
(2020) 29(1) Constitutional Forum 1. 


Barbara Billingsley 
General Principles of Canadian Insurance Law, 
3rd edition (Markham: LexisNexis Canada, 2020). 


Tamara Buckwold 


“The Conceptual Structure of Commercial Law” 57 
Alberta Law Review 899 (2020). 


“Issues in Fraudulent Conveyances Law Reform: 
Rethinking Creditor Sharing and the Oppression Remedy” 
64 Canadian Business Law Journal 283 (2021). 


Timothy Caulfield 

With Tania Bubela, Jonathan Kimmelman, Vardit 
Ravitsky, “Let's Do Better: Public Representations of 
COVID-19 Science” (October 2020) Royal Society of 
Canada 25pp. (PR) 


Christen Rachul, Alessandro R Marcon, Benjamin Collins 
and Timothy Caulfield, “COVID-19 and ‘immune boosting’ 
on the internet: a content analysis of Google search 
results” (2020) 10 BMJ Open e040989 (PR) 


Joanna Harrington 

“Providing for Victim Redress within the Legislative 
Scheme for Tackling Foreign Corruption” (2020) 43:1 
Dalhousie Law Journal 245-280. 


“The Legitimacy of Interim Measures from the 
Perspective of a State: The Example of Canada’ in Eva 
Reiter & Karin Zwaan, eds, Urgency and Human Rights: 
The Protective Potential and Legitimacy of Interim 
Measures (The Hague: TMC Asser Press, 2021) 

at 115-134. 


Malcolm Lavoie 


“Property and Local Knowledge” (2021) 70:4 Catholic 
University Law Review. 


“The Implications of Property as Self-Government” 
(2020) 70:4 University of Toronto Law Journal 535-571. 


Anna J. Lund 

“Help is the Sunny Side of Control: The Medical 
Model of Gambling and Social Context Evidence 
in Personal Bankruptcy Law” (2020) 56:3 Osgoode 
Hall Law Journal 489-528. 


Tamar Meshel 

“Swimming Against the Current: Revisiting the 
Principles of International Water Law in the 
Resolution of Fresh Water Disputes” 61 Harvard 
International Law Journal 135 (2020). 


“Of International Commercial Arbitration, Non- 
Signatories, and American Federalism: The Case 
for a Federal Equitable Estoppel Rule” 56 Stanford 
Journal of International Law 123 (2020). 


Mitchell McInnes 

With Andrew Botterell, Erika Chamberlain, Jason 
Neyers, Stephen Pitel, & Zoé Sinel, Fridman’s Law of 
Torts in Canada, 4th ed (Toronto: Carswell, 2020). 


“Uber and Unconscionability in the Supreme Court of 
Canada” (2021) 137 Law Quarterly Review 30. 


Jennifer Raso 

“Artificial Intelligence and Administrative Law” in 
Teresa Scassa & Florian Martin-Bariteau, eds, Al and 
the Law in Canada (Markham: LexisNexis Canada, 
2021) 163-184. 


“Implementing Digitalization in an Administrative 
Justice Context” in Joe Tomlinson, Robert Thomas, 
Marc Hertogh & Richard Kirkham, eds, The Oxford 
Handbook of Administrative Justice (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2021). 


Linda C. Reif 

Ombuds Institutions, Good Governance and the 
International Human Rights System, 2nd revised ed 
(Leiden and Boston: Brill/Nijhoff, 2020) 810 pp. 


“Compliance Advisor Ombudsperson (CAO) of 

the International Finance Corporation and the 
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency” in H. Ruiz 
Fabri, ed, Max Planck Encyclopedia of International 
Procedural Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
online, 2021). 


Peter Sankoff 

With Zachary Wilson, “A Jurisprudential ‘House of 
Cards’: The Power to Exclude Improperly Obtained 
Evidence in Civil Proceedings” (2021) 99 Canadian 
Bar Review 1. 


Christopher Sprysak 

“The Determination of the Tax Consequences When 
the General Anti-Avoidance Rule Applies” in Brian 
Arnold, ed, The General Anti-Avoidance Rule: Past 
Present and Future (Canadian Tax Foundation, 2021). 


Péter D. Szigeti 


“Sketch of Ecological Property: Toward a Law of 
Biogeochemical Cycles” 51:1 Environmental Law 
41-85 (2021). 
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LAW & GOVERNANCE LODGE 


Wahkohtowin 
Law and 
Governance 
Lodge receives 
S388K more 


The Wahkohtowin Law and 
Governance Lodge is receiving 
a second round of federal 
unding — $388,964 over 
hree years — as part of the 
government's support for 
initiatives that respond to 
he Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission's Call to Action 50. 


n 2019, the Lodge received a 
$135,000 grant from the federal 
government to support its 
development of workshops, 
legal education strategies 

and tools for Indigenous 
communities to rebuild their 
own laws. “We look forward 

to continuing the work of 
supporting and upholding 
the laws of First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis people.” says 
Associate Professor Hadley 
Friedland, who co-leads the 
Lodge with Associate Professor 
Shalene Jobin of the Faculty 

of Native Studies. 


Koren Lightning-Earle, 
lawyer with the Lodge, 

adds, “By revitalizing laws, 

we can breathe life back 

into our nations and societies. 
We can repair the harms 

and create stronger nations.” 
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Lawyer Moira Vane creates free robe bank 
in honour of alumna Iris Barry Yake 


hanks to the Iris Barry Yake Memorial Robe Bank, 

| junior lawyers in Edmonton can now literally be 

clothed in a reminder that their profession is about 
helping others. 

The robe bank was established in December 2020 
by Moira Vané, ‘02 LLB, and is housed in the Barrister's 
Lounge at the Edmonton courthouse. It was founded with 
25 robes and 45 waistcoats, garments that are required 
when a lawyer appears for certain proceedings, including 
bar admissions. The bank operates on a first come, first 
served basis in the lounge, which requires an access code 
provided by the courthouse. 

The robes are expensive to buy, especially for soon- 
o-be lawyers who have just finished law school and their 
articles. Although informal lending is not uncommon in the 
egal community, not all law students or junior lawyers are 
aware how commonplace it is, says Vané. She believes 
hat the lack of awareness and embarrassment around 
financial struggles hold many lawyers back from reaching 
out to others to borrow robes. 

“Having to shell out $1,500 for court clothes is a really 
difficult thing. That is a month’s rent or two [student] loan 
repayments,” says Vané. “It is really difficult to admit you 
don't have money for these things.” 

The robe bank allows lawyers to borrow court clothes 
on an honour system and is a touching tribute to Iris Barry 
Yake, ‘76 LLB, who never had the opportunity to wear her 
robes in court. 

After her five children were established in school, Yake 
returned to school herself in 1971 to pursue a master’s in 
education and then applied to the Faculty of Law. She was 
initially denied admission to law school but successfully 
appealed the decision. 

Shortly before graduating from the Faculty, Yake 
received a diagnosis of late-stage skin cancer. 

She struggled to find articles and was granted 
permission from the Law Society of Alberta to commence 
the bar admission course in October 1976. Yake eventually 
secured articles with Harold (Hal) Veale, QC, ‘62 LLB, in late 
December of that year. With only three months of articling 
experience, she passed the bar exam in April 1977. 

“A person couldn't have worked any harder to reach 
that goal,” says her daughter, Susan Yake Phillippe, 

QC, BSc '73. 

While Yake had passed the bar exam, she was too 
unwell to attend her bar call before she died in 1978, at the 
age of 49. She had purchased her robes in preparation for 
the ceremony. 

In April, Yake was posthumously admitted to the bar, a 
rare honour that has only occurred twice in Alberta history. 
Prior to Yake’s bar admission, 37 law students who had 
died in World War | were admitted in 2018. 

At the ceremony, Vané served as acting principal, and 
Phillippe gave the oath on behalf of her mother. 


“We need to 
normalize caring 
for one another.’ 


— Moira Vané 


“Sharing her story and knowing that people 
appreciate what she went through, | think is just a 
relief. It is a relief for the family. It is a relief for me’ 
says Phillippe. “I feel a great deal of gratitude that my 
mother is finally being recognized.” 

“(The bar admission ceremony) was very powerful 
and emotional,” says Vané. “I felt like the universe 
aligned for me to discover her story — as though her 
robes wanted to say her work here is not yet done.” 

Phillippe wore her mother’s robes for 30 years 
before she received her silks as Queen's Counsel in 
2014. The first time her mother’s robes were worn 
into a courtroom was five years after Iris’s death, for 
Phillippe’s bar call in 1983. 

When Vané approached Phillippe about donating 
court clothes to the project, Yake's story of adversity 
struck a chord with Vané. “Our profession glorifies 
the overachievers when it is the hard-working unsung 
heroes that carry (all of) us on their shoulders,’ she says. 

While Vané spearheaded the creation of the robe 
bank, the project has been supported by all levels of the 
profession, with retired lawyers and those elevated to 
the bench donating robes. 

One anonymous benefactor at the Court of 
Queen's Bench paid for the robes and waistcoats to be 
drycleaned while another is contributing a plaque that 
tells the story of Yake. Those special touches bring 
dignity and pride to borrowing the robes, says Vané. 

The robe bank’s story has also influenced Vané's 
colleagues in Calgary and Lethbridge to start collecting 
court clothes to create their own robe banks. 

On top of helping young lawyers who take 
advantage of the robe bank, Vané hopes the project 
makes a difference to the legal community’s culture. 

“Law is a profession with a lot of ego in it, and 
people are afraid to show vulnerability. It is a gift to let 
people help you,’ says Vané. “We need to normalize 
caring for one another.” 
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Consolidating 


Constitutional documents 


Donald F. Bur’s book distils and organizes material thematically 


BY HELEN METELLA 


thorough yet user-friendly reference book about the 

Canadian Constitution. 

In May 2021, it was nominated for the Hugh Lawford Award 
for Excellence in Legal Publishing by the Canadian Association 
of Law Libraries. 

Laws of the Constitution: Consolidated (2020 University of Alberta 
Press) gathers all of the historical and contemporary constitutional 
documents pertaining to Canada, its provinces and its territories, 
organizes them thematically and topically, and supports them with 
comprehensive lists and an index. 

“The Schedule to the Constitution Act, 1982’ refers to 30 
constitutional documents, but it is clear that there are many more,’ 
says Bur, an authority on public law and issues of federalism who has 
practised law in three provinces and holds a PhD in constitutional law 
from the University of Cambridge. 

“When | was writing an earlier book, Laws of the Constitution: 
Distribution of Power (2016, LexisNexis), | realized how difficult it was 
to refer to, and in fact how difficult it was to find some of those other 
constitutional documents. One reason | wrote the book was to bring 
together all of this country’s documents in one place.” 

He accumulated more than 350 separate constitutional documents 
from archives throughout Canada and the United Kingdom. Then he 
carefully read them in chronological order to weed out documents 
that have been repealed while presenting all significant ideas and 
documents that brought the Constitution into being. 

“One of the problems of our type of constitution is that it is 
often not treated like legislation, and that is, in part, because much 
of it comes from many different sources other than legislation 
— international treaties, domestic treaties, royal proclamations, 
constitutional amendment proclamations, orders in counsel, 
commissions, letters patent, arbitrations or petitions,” he says. 

“Even when these documents come from legislation, it is unusual 
for the law to specify what parts of an earlier law they are repealing 
and what they are replacing it with.” 

With documents arranged thematically, parts of the Constitution 
that are well-known, such as the Constitution Act, 1867, are exhibited 
beside provincial constitutional provisions that do the same thing 
but are not as familiar. 

“My hope is this will give lawyers who practise or teach about 
the Constitution, or political scientists who study the Constitution, 
a greater awareness of some of its provisions.” 


l n late 2020, Donald F. Bur, ‘77 LLB, published a sweepingly 
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Two alumni named 
2021 Alumni Award 
recipients 


The Hon. Justice C. Adéle Kent, 

‘T7 LLB, of the Court of Queen's 
Bench, and Melynnie Rizvi, '99 LLB, 
deputy general counsel and senior 
director of employment, inclusion 
and impact at SurveyMonkey, are 
recipients of University of Alberta 
Alumni Awards for 2021. Both 
received the Alumni Honour Award, 
which recognizes the significant 
achievements and contributions 
over a number of years by 
University of Alberta alumni 

to their profession and/or their 
community. An official ceremony 
will be held in early 2022. 


CLASS NOTES 


JUSTICE CHERYL 
ARCAND-KOOTENAY ELEVATED 
TO COURT OF QUEEN'S BENCH 


Alumna has served on Provincial Court since 2018 


ZOO00S 


Gordon Hatch, '03 LLB, was 
appointed to the Provincial Court of 
Alberta, Red Deer/Central Region in 
July 2021. 


Olugbenga Shoyele, QC, '03 LLM, 
was appointed to the Provincial 
Court of Alberta, Edmonton 
Criminal Division, in July 2021. 


Dean Piquette, ‘04 LLB, is now 
in his 14" year as the owner of 
the skateboard and snowboard 
business, Rumor Boardshop in 
Leduc. In September, he opens a 
new store in Edmonton's Ritchie 
neighbourhood. 


The Honourable Cheryl Arcand-Kootenay, 
"92 LLB, a judge of the Provincial Court of 
Alberta in St. Paul, was elevated to the Court 
of Queen's Bench of Alberta in May. 
Arcand-Kootenay is a nehiyaw iskwew 
Cree woman) from Kipohtakaw (Alexander) 
First Nation in Treaty 6 Territory. She 
was born in Edmonton and earned a BA 
in political science and an LLB from the 
University of Alberta. Currently, she is 
completing her master of laws in dispute 


Arcand-Kootenay had served on the 

Provincial Court of Alberta in the Edmonton 
Region as a tri-hat judge (Criminal, Civil, and 
Family Law) since 2018. 
Prior to that, she practised primarily in 
the areas of child welfare and Aboriginal 
aw. She was director's counsel for 
Akamkisipatinaw Ohpikihawasowin Child 
and Family Services, a delegated First 
ation Agency in Maskwacis, and for the 
Alexis First Nation. She was also counsel 


Lindsay Cox, ‘05 LLB, now 
practising with Burnet Duckworth & 
Palmer LLP in Calgary, was named 
to Lexpert magazine's annual list 


esolution at Osgoode Hall Law School. for children as a roster lawyer through the of Top 40 Under 40 lawyers in 
She is the first Treaty person from an Legal Representation for Children and Youth, Canada. 

Alberta Firs Mater) to be appointed to the Office of the Child and Youth Advocate. Maxwell P. Carroll, ‘09 LLB, 

Court of Queen's Bench of Alberta. (Justice Arcand-Kootenay replaces Justice 
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ALUMNAIS 
PRESIDENT 
OF THE LAW 
SOCIETY 


Darlene Scott, QC, 
elected for 2021 


ce was the first Indigenous 
nted to the Court, in 2019.) 
the time of her appointment, 


Robert Graesser, ‘73 LLB, who elected to 
become a supernumerary judge effective 
August 3, 2020. 


Darlene Scott, QC, ‘84 LLB, was named 2020-21 
president of the Law Society of Alberta. 

Scott is a senior partner in the Edmonton office of 
Dentons Canada LLP and one of several Faculty of Law 
alumni who featured prominently in the LSA’s election 
of benchers in late 2020. 

Alumni who began three-year terms as benchers 
in February include the following, who are from either 
Edmonton or Calgary: Moira Vané, ‘02 LLB; Cal 
Johnson, QC, ‘75 LLB; Sandra Petersson, ‘91 LLB; 
Margaret Unsworth, QC, ‘83 LLB; Ted Feehan, ‘88 LLB; 
Deanna Steblyk, QC, ‘98 LLB; and Bill Hendsbee, QC, 
‘93 LLB. 

Alumni elected as benchers representing areas 
outside either Edmonton or Calgary include Corie Flett, 
QC, ‘10 LLB, (Northern District); and Bud Melnyk, QC, 
‘90 LLB, (Central District). 
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now with Lawson Lundell LLP in 


Vancouver, was named to Lexpert 
magazine's annual list of Top 40 
Under 40 lawyers in Canada. 


Is 


T. Michael Scrase, '93 LLB, was 
appointed to the Provincial Court of 
Alberta, Red Deer/Central Region in 
July 2021. 


1960s 


Beverley McLachlin, ‘68 LLB, 
former Chief Justice of 

Canada, won the Writers’ Trust 
Shaughnessy Cohen Prize and the 
Ottawa Book Award for Non-Fiction 
for her memoir Truth Be Told: My 
Journey Through Life and the Law. 
Her debut novel, Full Disclosure, 
was a #1 national bestseller and 
was shortlisted for the Arthur Ellis 
Best First Crime Novel Award. 
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Latitude Family Law LLP Left to Right: Riley Gallant, Heather Malaryk (formerly of Latitude Family Law, now of Merak Law), Danielle Collins, Sarah Dargatz, Amanda Baretta 


New scholarship in family law 
encourages BIPOC students 


Latitude Family Law LLP initiated its creation 


3Y SARAH KENT 
aw students who identify as Black, Indigenous or a The award is now annually funded by Latitude and five 
L Person of Colour and are committed to social justice other firms, including Tina Huizinga Professional Corporation 
and community engagement have the opportunity to and Michelle C. Di Toppa Professional Corporation, Frohlich 
be rewarded with a new scholarship that encourages them to Rollins Schwab, Lawrence & Tkachuk, Merak Law and Bruyer 
pursue family law. & MacKay LLP. 

The Family Bar Diversity and Equality Award in Law will be “(This) was also a unique opportunity for law firms 
awarded annually to a BIPOC student. Preference will go to a to work together. This builds relationships and promotes 
student who has demonstrated interest in family law. collegiality amongst members of the bar,” says Gallant. 

The scholarship was spearheaded by Riley Gallant, a Family lawyers at the participating firms will also offer 
awyer with Latitude Family Law LLP in Edmonton. She and mentorship opportunities. Gallant hopes this relationship- 
her law firm colleagues observed the issues of racial injustice building will help the recipient to transition from law school 
emerging from the Black Lives Matter movement in the to practising law. 
summer of 2020 and felt compelled to do something within Family law often touches on larger social issues and 

he legal community. They also see a growing need to diversify requires lawyers to assist with clients’ deeply personal and 
he practice of family law. unique circumstances at particularly vulnerable times, 

“We landed on the idea of creating a scholarship or award says Gallant. 
for a BIPOC law student, as it seemed like a practical and “A diverse family bar is better able to meet the needs of 
meaningful action that we could take right away,” she says. diverse family members. Family lawyers have significant 

Funding the award was a collective effort. Once Latitude and lasting impacts on the families we work with, and it is 
Family Law decided to create the award, it approached other important to attract dedicated and passionate lawyers to this 
firms to see if they could increase its value. practice area ... A diverse bar is a stronger bar.” 
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The Student Articling Committee invites all firms to 


VIRTUAL | 2021 


Firm representatives & 
students will mingle in an 
online career fair & connect 
over video chat 


- To join this special eve 
contact sac.ualberta( 
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IN MEMORIAM 


Justice Beverley Browne 1952 — 2021 


First Chief Justice of Nunavut 
remembered for impressive legacy 


BY SARAH KENT 


niversity of Alberta Faculty of 
Law alumna Justice Beverley 
Browne, ‘75 LLB, who died on 


March 24, left an impressive legacy 
as Nunavut's first Chief Justice and 
as a tireless advocate for Indigenous 
peoples. 

“She was one of the kindest, 
strongest, humblest women | know,’ says 
Professor Catherine Bell, who worked 
alongside Browne in many initiatives and 
considered her a dear friend. “She had an 
incredible passion and commitment to 
ndigenous people and to improving their 
xperience in the justice system.” 

After graduating from the Faculty 
of Law, Browne articled in Yellowknife 
and was called to the bar in Alberta 

in 1977. She ran her own general law 
practice in Vermilion before going on 
to become a judge in the Northwest 
Territories in 1990. 

When Nunavut was established as a 
territory in 1999, Browne made history as 
the first Chief Justice of the territory and 
was responsible for building Nunavut's 
justice system. She established Canada’s 
only single-level trial court to make the 
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James Redmond 1931 - 2021 

James Redmond, QC, ‘54 LLB, one of 
Canada's leading trial lawyers and a 
former president and bencher of the Law 
Society of Alberta, died on January 9. 

As both a trial lawyer and international 
arbitrator, Redmond practised law for 60 
years. He appeared frequently at all levels 
of courts in Alberta, at the Federal Court 
and the Supreme Court of Canada, and 
before a number of arbitration tribunals 
and public inquiry commissions. 


system more accessible, which was a 
through-line of her judicial career. 

Browne played a crucial role 
in introducing Inuit elders into the 
sentencing process by inviting them to 
sit alongside judges in the courtroom. 
She also co-founded the Akitsiraq 
Law Program, which allowed Inuit law 
students to complete a law degree in 
their home territory. 

In 2009, Browne returned to Alberta 
to serve the Court of Queen's Bench. She 
was crucial in establishing the Alberta 
Gladue committee, the restorative justice 
committee and Indigenous Career Day 
for Indigenous high school students at 
the Edmonton Law Courts. 

“She was passionate about 
introducing young Indigenous people 
to the law so that they didn't have 
such negative experience or fear and 
knew that they could participate and 
make change for their people and for 
themselves,’ says Bell. 

At the U of A, Browne helped with 
the development of the Indigenous 
Justice Externship on Gladue Sentencing 
Principles. She also initiated an annual 


He was a bencher of the Law Society 
of Alberta from 1972 to1980 and its 
president in 1979 to 1980. He was a 
Fellow of the American College of Trial 
Lawyers, a Fellow of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators, and a member 
of the London Court of International 
Arbitration. 
Redmond graduated as gold medallist 
at the Faculty of Law and was named a 
Rhodes Scholar. In 1956, he received a 
BCL degree with first-class standing from 
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session for law students on careers in 
Northern Canada, featuring opportunities 
to meet with legal counsel from Nunavut, 
the Northwest Territories and the Yukon. 
After thirty years on the bench in 
Alberta and Nunavut, Browne retired in 
February 2021. 
“She had a very quiet way about her. 


She was the k 
making the ch 
forward to tak 

“The world 


ind of person who was 
ange but rarely stepping 
e recognition,” says Bell. 
is a better place because 


of Bev Browne.” 


the University 


of Oxford. He practised 


with the firm now known as Bishop & 


McKenzie and 


later with the predecessor 


firms to Dentons. In 2002, he set up 


his own practi 


ce to concentrate on 


international arbitration for the last 
10 years of his career. 
Redmond was a treasured mentor to 


many Alberta 
and a schola 
learning, atten 
seminars into 


lawyers and sitting judges, 
who practised lifelong 

ding legal conferences and 
his 80s. 


David Searle, CM, QC, 1936 - 2021 
David Harry Searle, CM, QC, ‘61 LLB, who was instrumental 
in bringing a representative, fully elected government to the 
Northwest Territories, died on March 1. 

After law school, he co-founded de Weerdt Searle, which 
became the largest law firm in the Northwest Territories. He 
practiced law in the NWT until 1981 and served as a Crown 
Attorney until 1967. He was the founding president of the Law 
Society of the NWT in 1978. 

In 1981, he became a partner with the firm Davis 
& Company in Vancouver. In 2001, he joined Fasken, 
Martineau, Dumoulin until 2006. After that, he served the B.C. 
government as a member of the Environmental Appeal Board, 
the Forest Appeals Commission, and as vice-chair of the Oil 
and Gas Appeals Tribunal. 

He had a concurrent political career and was first 
elected to the NWT Legislative Assembly in 1967, serving for 
12 years. He became its first elected Speaker in 1975. 

In the corporate world, he was a director on the boards of 
such corporations as Pacific Western Airlines, BHP Billiton, 
NorthwesTel and Alexco. He played a critical role in the 
diamond industry in the NWT and was a major contributor to 
the opening of BHP’s Ekati diamond mine, the first diamond 
mine in Canada. 

In 2000, he was appointed a member of the Order of 
Canada in recognition of his accomplishments in the North 
and for his 40-year devotion to Scouts Canada. 


Ernest J “Ernie” Walter 1941 - 2021 
Ernest J. “Ernie” Walter, ‘64 LLB, former Chief Judge of the 
Provincial Court of Alberta, died on January 25. 

Walter led the court from 1999 to 2006. Changes he 
oversaw included the establishment of family protection 
courts and a drug treatment court in Edmonton; expansion 
of an early case resolution process; establishment of a 
specialized court on the Tsuu T’ina Reserve; extension of 
video conference court appearances throughout Alberta; 
adoption of increased technology to enhance court 
scheduling; and the construction start for a new Calgary 
court facility. 

Walter was an urban rural municipal lawyer for 27 years 
with Brownlee Fryett, helping the firm represent more than 
200 municipalities. He became a partner in 1968, specializing 
in administrative law, regulatory hearings, municipal law, and 
litigation, and was appointed Queen's Counsel in 1984. 

In 1992, he was appointed to the Provincial Court of 
Alberta, Edmonton Criminal Division and in 1996 appointed 
Assistant Chief Judge, Edmonton Rural Region. After 
completing his term as Chief Judge in 2006, he continued 
to sit as a provincial court judge until his retirement in 
December 2015. 

Walter was instrumental in strengthening the Alberta 
Provincial Courts Judges Association and the Canadian 
Association of Provincial Court Judges. He was awarded 
the U of A Alumni Award of Excellence in 2001. 


ll 47 Il 


Elaine McCoy 1946 - 2020 

Senator Elaine McCoy, ‘69 LLB, died on December 29. She 

had been a member of the Senate of Canada since 2005 and 
helped create its independent senators group in 2016. She 
was an influential voice for Senate modernization, and its first 
member to regularly blog on her experiences in Ottawa as well 
as on political issues of the day. 

Before joining the Senate, McCoy was a Calgary MLA and 
provincial cabinet minister. During almost 20 years in provincial 
politics, she was minister of consumer and corporate affairs, 
minister responsible for women’s issues, minister of labour, 
and minister responsible for human rights and for Alberta's 
civil service. 

While in government, she created the Insurance Council of 
Alberta, restructured the Alberta Securities Commission, and 
introduced new policies to protect consumers and to recognize 
foreign credentials. She set up an Alberta Human Rights 
commission inquiry that was responsible for investigating 
and eliminating supremacist activity in the province. She also 
spearheaded the Lake Louise Declaration, which was Alberta's 
first action plan designed to fight violence against women. 
The Declaration was adopted by all political ministers 
responsible for women’s issues across Canada. 

Senator McCoy began her career in law as senior legal 
counsel for the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board and as 
counsel for TransAlta Utilities Corporation. 


William (Bill) Stevenson 1934 — 2021 

William (Bill) Stevenson, '56 LLB, a former justice of the 
Supreme Court of Canada, died July 7. 

While a law student, Stevenson founded the Alberta Law 
Review, a student-run legal journal and served as its first editor 
in chief. As top graduate in his class he received the Horace 
Harvey Medal. 

After practising litigation at the Edmonton firm of Morrow, 
Morrow & Reynolds (subsequently Morrow, Reynolds and 
Stevenson, and now Reynolds, Mirth, Richards & Farmer 
LLP), Stevenson began lecturing at the Faculty in 1963. He 
was a full-time professor from 1968 to 1970 and a part-time 
professor for 15 years more. 

He was the first chair of the Legal Education Society of 
Alberta, and was appointed to the District Court of Alberta in 
1975. beoming a justice of the Court of Queen's Bench in 1979. 
n 1980, he was elevated to the Courts of Appeal of Alberta and 
of the Northwest Territories. In 1990, he was appointed to the 
Supreme Court of Canada, stepping down for health reasons 
in 1992. 
His judgments were “models of uncommonly fine legal 
writing, characterized by economical, pithy and scrupulous 
egal analysis,” said Justice Russell Brown of the Supreme 
Court of Canada, in remarks to an Alberta Law Review 
reception in 2018. 

With Justice Jean E. L. Coté of the Court of Appeal of 
Alberta, Stevenson wrote the Annotations of The Alberta 
Rules of Court. 
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MAKE YOUR GIFT COUNT 


To make a gift in support of the University of Alberta Faculty of 


Law, please contact law.alumni@ualberta.ca or 780-492-9823 
: é UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
SEES 


DONATE ONLINE: ualberta.ca/law/make-a-gift FACULTY OF LAW 


Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 


University of Alberta Faculty of Law 


Law Centre 
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2H5 Canada 


